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Abstract
Microbiome research has consistently been placed in the spotlight over the past two decades, and has
shown tremendous promise in the �elds of medicine, environmental science, food production, and
agriculture. Life on Earth does not exist without microbes, and we may bene�t from learning more about
them. Yet, there is no common understanding amongst researchers of what a 'microbiome’ actually is.
Researchers are now proposing a common de�nition of ‘microbiome’ to ensure better, more robust
research across different disciplines. The authors build on the historical de�nition offered by Whipps and
colleagues in 1988 using new research insights. Additionally, they highlight the importance of
microbiomes as drivers for the health of many eukaryotic hosts, including humans and plants. The
proposed amendments to the de�nition specify the elements of microbiome composition and their
interactions. This revised de�nition was developed with input gathered during a workshop hosted by the
EU-funded project MicrobiomeSupport in March 2019, and an online survey including more than 100
experts from around the world.


