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Abstract

Purpose
The determination on how antineoplastic agents interfere on the progression of periodontitis is critical for
improvement and even development of novel therapeutic approaches for periodontal management. This study
evaluated the in�uence of chemotherapy with 5-�uorouracil (5-FU) or cisplatin (CIS) on healthy periodontal tissues
and on the progression of experimental periodontitis (EP).

Methods
One-hundred-forty-four male rats were divided into six groups (n = 24). Each group was treated with physiological
saline solution (PSS) 0.9%, 5-FU or CIS. Experimental periodontitis (EP) was induced by ligature placement. Animals
were euthanized at 7, 15 and 30 days after treatment. Data were statistically analyzed (p ≤ 0.05).

Results
The groups with EP and treated with 5-FU or CIS showed lower percentage of bone volume in the furcation region
and higher percentage of alveolar bone loss, higher number of TRAP-positive cells and lower number of PCNA-
positive cells when compared group with EP and treated with PSS (p ≤ 0.05). Groups with EP and treated with 5-FU
or CIS showed high immunolabelling pattern of RANKL, TNF-α, IL-1β, moderate of BAX and low of HIF-1α.
Histological analysis showed severe tissue breakdown in the groups with EP and treated with 5-FU or CIS.

Conclusions
Chemotherapy with antineoplastic agents 5-FU and CIS increasing the intensity and duration of the in�ammation;
and compromising tissue repair by reduction in cellular and vascular turnover. The more severe periodontal
breakdown was caused by 5-FU.

1 Introduction
Periodontitis is the consequence of the hosts’ immunoin�ammatory response to periodontopathogens, and its’
progression can be modi�ed by local and systemic factors [1]. Immunoin�ammatory reactions are the host defense
mechanism for prevention of microbial invasion, however, the implications of this cascade of reactions are
connective tissue disruption and alveolar bone loss [1, 2]. Hence, drugs interacting with hosts’ response to threads
may have an impact on the progression of periodontitis [3, 4]. Antineoplastic agents used for the treatment of cancer
aroused interest in periodontics due to their tangible in�uence on the pathogenesis of periodontitis. Most of these
agents display cytotoxic and cytostatic effects, aiming apoptosis or prevention of rapid proliferation of cancer cells
[5, 6]. However, their lack of speci�city affects not only cancer cells, but also cells with high mitotic rates [6], such as
oral cavity ones [7].

5-Fluorouracil (5-FU) and Cisplatin (CIS) are drugs widely used in the treatment of different types of carcinomas due
to their broad antineoplastic activity [8, 9]. 5-FU is an antimetabolite that inhibits DNA synthesis by blocking
thymidylate synthase production and by incorporating its metabolites into RNA and DNA [10]. CIS is an alkylating
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agent that induces chromatin internucleosomal cleavage resulting in cellular apoptosis [11]. Among the limited
experimental studies [12–14] evaluating the in�uence of 5-FU on periodontitis, is reported increased destruction of
the alveolar bone in the furcation, higher in�ammatory in�ltrate, and higher RANKL immunolabelling [12, 13]. Data
have shown the negative impact of 5-FU on the development of experimental periodontitis (EP). Furthermore, 5-FU
negatively affected the periodontal repair following scaling and root planning (SRP) [12]. With regard to CIS, recent
experimental research reported exacerbation of periodontal in�ammation in the early periods of EP [15].

However, there are still limited evidences to clarify the in�uence of chemotherapy as a modifying factor in the
progression of periodontitis. Our null hypothesis would be no in�uence of 5-FU or CIS in the progression of EP. Thus,
the aim of this study was to comparatively evaluate the effects of the treatment with the antineoplastic agents 5-FU
and CIS on healthy periodontal tissues and on the progression of EP in the furcation region of the rats’ �rst lower
molars.

2 Materials And Methods

2.1 Animals and sample calculation
One hundred fourty four adult male rats (Rattus norvegicus, albinus, Wistar), weighing between 250 and 300 g were
used in this study. All protocols were approved by Ethics Committee in Animal Use (#2014/00543) of the School of
Dentistry of Araçatuba, São Paulo State University (UNESP). This study is in accordance with the Reporting animal
research: Explanation and elaboration for the ARRIVE guidelines 2.0 [16].

Sample size was calculated based on previous histometric data [12, 19, 20] in order to achieve a 0.90 power and
0.05 alpha error based on a 10% potential standard deviation and the assumption that 10% difference between
groups/periods would be relevant. Based on this, 8 rats per group/period for the percentage of alveolar bone loss
(PABL) and immunohistochemistry were enough to reject the null hypothesis.

2.2 Experimental Groups
The animals were numbered sequentially from 1 to 144 and the experimental groups assigned as NEP-PSS, EP-PSS,
NEP-5FU, EP-5-FU, NEP-CIS e EP-CIS (7, 15 and 30 days). These data were uploaded to the software Minitab® 17
(Minitab Inc. State College, PA, USA), which was used to randomize the animals to each experimental group/period
(1:1 allocation ratio)

Groups (n = 24) NEP-PSS and EP-PSS were treated with physiological saline solution 0.9% (PSS). NEP-5FU and EP-
5FU were treated with 5-FU, and NEP-CIS and EP-CIS were treated with CIS. Each animal received two intraperitoneal
injections of either PSS (Equiplex Indústria Farmacêutica, Aparecida de Goiânia, GO, Brazil), 5-FU (Fluorouracila, 250
mg/10 mL, Eurofarma Laboratórios, São Paulo, SP, Brazil) or CIS (Fauldcispla, 10 mg/10 ml, Libbs Farmacêutica,
São Paulo, SP, Brazil) at day 0 (5-FU, 60 mg/Kg; CIS, 5 mg/Kg) and day 2 (48 h later) (5-FU, 40 mg/Kg; CIS, 2,5
mg/Kg), in accordance with Gusman et al. (2018) [15].

At day 0, after general anesthesia (cloridrato de cetamina − 70 mg/Kg [Syntec, Santana de Parnaíba, SP, Brazil],
cloridrato de xilazina − 6 mg/Kg [Syntec, Santana de Parnaíba, SP, Brazil], intramuscular injection), a #24 (Corrente
Algodão n°24, Coats Corrente, São Paulo, SP, Brazil) cotton thread was placed around both lower �rst molars to
induce EP in groups EP-PSS, EP-5FU and EP-CIS [17, 18].

2.3 Experimental periods
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Eight animals per group/period were euthanized with an overdose (150 mg/kg) of thiopental (Cristália, Ltda., Itapira,
SP, Brazil) at 7, 15 and 30 days after EP induction. The mandible was removed, separated at the median plane, and
the hemimandibles �xed in 4% buffered formaldehyde for 48 hours.

2.4 Laboratory Processing
Micro computed tomography (µCT) of bone volume fraction

Randomly selected non-demineralized hemimandibles were scanned by X-ray microtomograph SkyScan (SkyScan
1176 Bruker MicroCT, Aatselaar, Belgium, 2003) with a voxel size of 18µm (50Kv e 500µ) for cone-beam
microcomputed tomography (µCT).

2.4.1 Tissue processing
The contralateral hemimandibles to those selected for µCT were demineralized in 10% ethylenediaminetetraacetic
acid (EDTA) for 60 days. After demineralization, were processed and embedded in para�n. Semi-serial histologic
sections (4 µm) were obtained of the central furcation region from buccal to lingual progression. Five equidistant
histologic sections from each specimen were stained with hematoxylin and eosin (HE) for histologic and histometric
analyses. Eight additional sections were subjected to the indirect immunoperoxidase method according to the
protocol described by Matheus et al., (2018)21 for detection of tartrate-resistant acid phosphatase (TRAP) (SC 30833,
Santa Cruz Biotecnology, Santa Cruz, CA, EUA), receptor activator of nuclear factor kappa-Β ligand (RANKL) (SC
7628, Santa Cruz Biotecnology, Santa Cruz, CA, EUA), osteoprotegerin (OPG) (SC 7628, Santa Cruz Biotecnology,
Santa Cruz, CA, EUA), tumor necrosis fator-alfa (TNF-α) (SC-1348, Santa Cruz Biotechnology, Santa Cruz, CA, USA),
interleukin 1 beta (IL-1β) (SC-7884, Santa Cruz Biotechnology, Santa Cruz, CA, USA), proliferating cell nuclear antigen
(PCNA) (VP-P980, Vector Laboratories, Burlingame, CA, EUA), bcl-2-associated X protein (BAX) (SC-526, Santa Cruz
Biotechnology, Santa Cruz, CA, USA) and hypoxia-inducible factor 1 alpha (HIF-1α) (usc-53546, Santa Cruz
Biotechnology, Santa Cruz, CA, USA).

2.5 Analysis of the results
All examiners were trained, calibrated and masked to the experimental groups.

2.5.1 Micro-CT analysis
The images recorded by the microtomographic scanning were sequentially reconstructed, spatially reoriented, and
analyzed using appropriate software (NRecon/DataViewer/CTAN;Skyscan). The percentage of bone tissue volume
(PBTV) in the furcation of the lower �rst molars was measured [22]. In each image correspondent to the center of the
furcation, the volume of interest (VOI) was standardized according to the following criteria: apical limit, apex of the
mesial and distal roots; coronal limit, roof of the furcation; posterior limit, mesial side of the distal root; anterior limit,
distal side of the mesial root. Within VOI, the volume mineralized tissues (VMT) were detected and the equation
VMT×100/VOI was used to calculate the PBTV.

2.5.2 Histometric analysis
The percentage of alveolar bone loss (PABL) in the furcation was analyzed using a method adapted from Garcia et
al., (2015) [12]. An imaging analysis system was used (Axiovision 4.8.2, Carl Zeiss MicroImaging GmbH, 07740
Jena, Germany) to delineate the entire furcation area (FA) in mm2. Within FA was delineated the bone area (BA), also
in mm2. The percentage of bone in the furcation (PBF) was calculated by the equation BA×100/FA. Then, PBFA was
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determined by subtracting PBF from 100. Three distinct measurements were performed within a one-week interval in
order to access the accordance among measurements.

2.5.3 Histologic analysis
Histologic analysis was performed by a certi�ed histologist (EE) according to the following parameters [20, 23]: 1)
intensity of local in�ammatory response; 2) extension of in�ammatory in�ltrate; 3) external root resorption
(cementum and dentin); 4) alveolar bone resorption; 5) pattern of the connective tissue structure; and 6) pattern of
the alveolar bone structure.

2.5.4 Immunohistochemical analysis
The sections were analyzed under bright �eld illumination of an optical microscope (Optiphot-2, Nikon, Japan).
Immunolabelling for RANKL, OPG, TNFα, IL-1β, BAX e HIF-1α was analyzed in AF at x 400 magni�cation.
Immunolabelling for TRAP and PCNA was assessed by quanti�cation of TRAP- and PCNA-positive cells within a
1000µm x 1000µm area in the center of the interradicular septum, at x 200 magni�cation [24, 25].

2.5.5 Primary and secondary outcomes
The primary outcome was de�ned as the presence or absence bone within the region of interest. PABL and PBTV
were considered the primary outcome variables. The secondary outcome was to de�ne the cellular events (tissue
response and immunolabelling patterns) occurring in the furcation of all experimental groups over time.

2.5.6 Statistical analysis
Data were analyzed using the software Bioestat 5.0 (Bioestat 5.0, Sociedade Civil de Mamirauá, Belém, PA, Brazil).
Cohen's kappa coe�cient was used to calculate the agreement among the measurements of PABL. The normality of
the PABL, PBTV, TRAP and PCNA were analyzed using the Shapiro-Wilk test, then submitted one-way ANOVA
followed by Tukey's post-test (p ≤ 0.05).

3 Results
3.1 PBTV Micro-CT analysis

Lower PBTV were observed in EP-5FU when compared with EP-PSS and EP-CIS in all experimental periods. Also,
lower PBTV was observed in EP-CIS when compared to EP-PSS at 15 and 30 days (p≤0.01) (Figure 1).

3.2 PABL analysis

Higher PABL was observed in EP-PSS, EP-5FU and EP-CIS when compared with NEP-PSS, NEP-5FU and NEP-CIS
(p≤0.01). EP-5FU and EP-CIS showed higher PABL when compared with EP-PSS in all experimental periods
(p≤0.05). EP-5FU showed higher PABL when compared with EP-CIS at 7 and 15 days (p≤0.05) (Figure 2).

3.3 Histological analysis

NEP-PSS, NEP-5FU and NEP-CIS exhibited histopathological features similar among groups and consistent with
normality. EP-PSS showed intense in�ammatory in�ltrate within the connective tissue in the furcation area at 7 days.
The magnitude and extent of the in�ammatory response gradually decreased over time. Some specimens had
necrotic bone spicules. The interradicular septum presented irregular contour with thin bone trabeculae and
persistent active osteoclasts in all experimental periods. The intense in�ammatory in�ltrate in the connective tissue
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reached the bone margins of the interradicular septum in groups EP-5FU and EP-CIS at 7, 15 and 30 days. In most
specimens, large necrotic bone spicules were present. The bone tissue of the interradicular septum presented very
thin bone trabeculae, with large medullary spaces and in�ltration of including in�ammatory cells. The outer contour
of the interradicular septum was very irregular, full of resorption lacunae and active osteoclasts. In some specimens,
especially from EP-5FU at 15 and 30 days and EP-CIS 30 days, the stage of bone resorption was so pronounced that
it completely eliminated the interradicular septum and reached the basal bone of the mandible, indicating an
increased severity of periodontitis over time. EP-5FU showed accelerated periodontal disruption when compared with
EP-CIS. (Table 1).

3.4 Immunohistochemical analysis

Immunohistochemistry yielded high speci�city to the biomarkers, con�rmed by the brownish color present
predominantly in the cytosolic compartment and poorly in the extracellular matrix for RANKL, OPG, TNFα, IL-1β, BAX
e HIF-1α, con�ned to cytosolic compartment for TRAP, and con�ned to the nucleus to PCNA.

TRAP-positive cells were predominantly osteoclasts, had more than three nuclei and were attached to the alveolar
bone surface of the interradicular septum. EP-5FU showed higher number of TRAP-positive cells when compared
with EP-PSS in all experimental periods (p ≤0.05). EP-CIS presented higher number of TRAP-positive cells when
compared with the EP-PSS at 7 and 15 days (p≤0.05). The intragroup comparation showed higher number of TRAP-
positive cells at 7 days when compared with 15 and 30 days in groups EP-5FU and EP-CIS. (p≤0.01) (Figure 3A
through 3K).

RANKL (Figure 3L through 3N) and OPG (Figure 3P through 3Q) immunolabelling was mainly expressed in
osteoblasts and some �broblasts in bone and connective tissue in the furcation region. EP-5FU and EP-CIS presented
extremely high to high RANKL immunolabelling pattern, while EP-PSS presented high to moderate immunolabelling
pattern over the time. For OPG immunolabelling, NEP-PSS and EP-PSS ranged from low to moderate patterns in all
experimental periods. All groups treated with antineoplastic agents presented low immunolabelling pattern for OPG
in all experimental periods.

For TNFα (Figure 4A through 4C) and IL-1β (Figure 4D through 4F), NEP-5FU, NEP-CIS, EP-5FU and EP-CIS presented
higher immunolabelling pattern when compared with NEP-PSS and EP-PSS. NEP-5FU and NEP-CIS presented
predominantly moderate immunolabelling pattern in all experimental periods, while NEP-PSS presented
predominantly low immunolabelling pattern in all experimental periods. EP-5FU and EP-CIS presented predominantly
high immunolabelling pattern for TNFα and IL-1β in all experimental periods, while in EP-PSS it ranged from
moderate to high at 7 and 15 days, and moderate at 30 days.

PCNA immunolabelling (Figure 5A through 5D) was mainly expressed in cells within the connective tissue and on the
surface of bone. The intragroup comparison showed higher number of PCNA-positive cells at 7 days when compared
with 15 and 30 days (p≤0.05) in NEP-5FU, EP-5FU and NEP-CIS, and higher number of PCNA-positive cells at 7 days
when compared to 30 days (p≤0.05) in EP-CIS. At 15 days, EP-PSS, EP-CIS and NEP-5FU presented higher number of
PCNA-positive cells when compared with 30 days (p≤0.05). The intergroup comparison showed higher number of
PCNA-positive cells in NEP-PSS when compared with NEP-5FU and NEP-CIS in all experimental periods, and lower
number of PCNA-positive cells when compared with EP-PSS at 30 days (p≤0.05). EP-PSS presented higher number
of PCNA-positive cells when compared with NEP-5FU, NEP-CIS, EP-5FU and EP-CIS in all experimental periods
(p≤0.05). EP-CIS, when compared with NEP-5FU, presented the highest number of PCNA-positive cells at 15 days
and the lowest at 30 days (p≤0.05).
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For BAX (Figure 5H through 5J), groups NEP-PSS, NEP-5FU, NEP-CIS and EP-PSS presented low immunolabelling
pattern in all experimental periods. In EP-5FU and EP-CIS, BAX immunolabelling ranged from low to moderate at 7,
15 and 30 days. For HIF-1α (Fig. 5E through 5G), only the EP-PSS presented moderate immunolabelling pattern in all
periods. All other groups presented low immunolabelling pattern independent on experimental period.

4 Discussion
The aggravation of EP in animals treated with either 5-FU or CIS as compared with controls rejected our null
hypothesis. When compared with each other, the periodontal breakdown in sites with EP in animals treated with 5-FU
was signi�cantly higher than CIS.

Alveolar bone loss, the primary outcome of the present research and one of the main parameters for evaluation of
the severity of EP, was accessed through the analyses of PBTV and PABL. Collectively, it was observed higher bone
loss in groups EP-5FU and EP-CIS when compared with EP-PSS. These results corroborate with other researches
reporting that 5-FU causes extensive resorption of the alveolar bone in the furcation region of animals with EP [12,
13, 18, 19]. In addition, our results reported more bone loss in animals receiving 5-FU than animals receiving CIS.

The immunohistochemistry for detection of regulators of bone metabolism detected higher number of TRAP-positive
cells was found in groups EP-5FU and EP-CIS. Also, EP-5FU and EP-CIS displayed higher RANKL and lower OPG
immunolabelling when compared with EP-PSS at the same time points. Even not statistically signi�cant, the higher
number TRAP-positive cells in EP-5FU at 7 days suggests increased osteoclasts’ activity in the initial periods of EP in
this group. Previous studies have shown that animals receiving 5-FU presented higher RANKL immunolabelling,
consistent with higher alveolar bone resorption [12, 13]. Thus, the results presented by this research indicate that
both 5-FU and CIS increase the osteoclast activity through activation of the RANK/RANKL system, and, negatively
affect the progression of EP.

The proin�ammatory cytokines TNF-α and IL-1β stimulate the release of chemokines, induce the expression of
in�ammatory mediators that amplify the in�ammatory response, and also play important a role as positive
regulators of bone resorption [26]. Raghu Nadhanan et al. demonstrated that 5-FU induces an in�ammatory
condition with increased expression of TNF-α and RANK in rats’ tibial metaphysis [27]. This environment increased
the recruitment of osteoclasts and bone resorption in the area. Similarly, Stine et al. reported the native impact of CIS
on the repair process of defects created in tibiae of rats [28]. In our results, groups EP-5FU and EP-CIS presented
exacerbation of the in�ammatory process when compared with EP-PSS. The same result was found in previous
studies evaluating 5-FU and EP [12–14]. Moreover, the present study demonstrated accelerated periodontal
breakdown in group EP-5FU when compared with EP-CIS. In agreement with the histologic analysis, the
immunohistochemistry for the proin�ammatory cytokines showed reduction in the immunolabelling pattern of TNF-α
and IL-1β in group EP-PSS over time, while EP-5FU and EP-CIS remained with high immunolabelling pattern of both
biomarkers in all experimental periods. These results combined with the histologic �ndings demonstrate that
antineoplastic agents exacerbate and persist the in�ammatory response provoked by pathogens in periodontal
tissues. Therefore, it can be inferred that the more signi�cant alveolar bone loss in groups treated with either CIS or
5-FU is a result of the exacerbation of the in�ammation. This mechanism can be explained by disruption of
connective and bone tissue mediated by the upregulation of TNF-α and IL-1β [29–31]. 5-FU and CIS are known to
induce increased expression of proin�ammatory cytokines in the intestinal mucosa [32], oral mucosa [33] and kidney
[34]. Hamouda et al. [32] observed that 5-FU increased the expression of TNF-α and IL-1β in intestinal mucosa, which
degraded the epithelial barrier. Importantly, our study showed higher immunolabelling pattern of TNF-α and IL-1β in
NEP-5FU and NEP-CIS when compared with NEP-PSS. This result represents increased expression of
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proin�ammatory cytokines in healthy periodontal tissues and corroborates with Gusman et al. 2019 [15], that while
assessing the in�uence of 5-FU and CIS on healthy periodontium at 3, 5 and 7 days, also observed higher
immunolabelling pattern of TNF-α and IL-1β.

Both 5-FU and CIS have anti-proliferative and apoptotic properties [6, 35, 36]. PCNA is a DNA replication-linked
nuclear protein found during cellular division process. This protein plays a role in the initiation of cellular
proliferation by increasing the expression of DNA polymerase [37]. BAX is a pro-apoptotic regulator that binds to B-
cell lymphoma protein (BCL) -2 and leads to cell death [38]. In the present study, it was observed that, in the EP-5FU
and EP-CIS, the number of PCNA-positive cells signi�cantly decreased over time. The interrelation between the lower
number of PCNA-positive cells and the higher immunolabelling pattern of BAX in groups EP-5FU and EP-CIS when
compared with EP-PSS infers that antineoplastic agents jeopardized tissues’ turnover by decreasing cell proliferation
and increasing apoptosis. These data are substantiated by other studies that reported the negative impact of
chemotherapy on tissues’ metabolism [12, 13, 28, 39]. Also, is important to highlight that the lower number of PCNA-
positive cells in groups NEP-5FU and NEP-CIS, when compared with NEP-PSS, indicates a negative impact of both
antineoplastic agents on healthy periodontal tissues, and, combined with the increased expression of
proin�ammatory cytokines, could plausibly lead to future damages to the periodontium even in the absence of
periodontitis.

In addition, our study assessed HIF-1α, a biomarker of tissue hypoxia [40] related to the repair process. Hypoxia is a
stimulus for angiogenesis through activation of HIF-1α [41, 42]. HIF-1α increases gene expression of vascular
endothelial growth factor (VEGF), a regulator of both angiogenesis and repair process [41]. Our results reported
moderate immunolabelling pattern of HIF-1α in group EP-PSS, while in other groups the immunolabelling was strictly
low. Therefore, these results support that in groups EP-5FU and EP-CIS the repair process is also harmed by reduction
on the angiogenic stimulus.

In our study it was observed that both 5-FU and CIS aggravated the severity of EP through two paths: increasing the
intensity and duration of the in�ammatory process; and compromising tissue repair by reduction in cellular and
vascular turnover. Having in mind that the pathogenesis of periodontal diseases is modi�ed by hosts’ immune and
in�ammatory systems [30, 43], the determination on how antineoplastic agents used for the treatment of cancer
interfere on the progression of periodontitis is critical for improvement and even development of novel therapeutic
approaches for periodontal management.

Based on our results, it can be concluded that both antineoplastic agents 5-FU and CIS aggravate the severity of EP.
The more severe periodontal breakdown was caused by 5-FU. However, neither of the tissue alterations induced by 5-
FU or CIS resulted in alveolar bone loss in healthy periodontium.
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Tables
Table 1: Scores and specimens’ distribution according to the parameters of the histologic analysis in
each group and time. 
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Figure 1

A: Graph showing the mean ± standard deviations (M ± SD) of the PBTV in the furcations of the lower �rst molars.
Symbols: ¶, statistically signi�cant difference with 30 days at the same group; ‖, statistically signi�cant difference
with 7 days at the same group; †, statistically signi�cant difference with NEP-PSS at the same time points; ‡,
statistically signi�cant difference with EP-5FU at the same time points; §, statistically signi�cant difference with EP-
CIS at the same time points. Statistical test: ANOVA and Tukey’s test (p ≤0.05). B-D: µCT images for PBTV analysis
in the furcations of the lower �rst molars in groups NEP-PSS, NEP-5FU and NEP-CIS at 7 days. E-G: µCT images for
PBTV analysis in the furcations of the lower �rst molars in groups EP-PSS, EP-5FU and EP-CIS at 7 days. Note the
lack of bone �lling the furcation of the animals that received either 5-FU or CIS. H-J: tridimensional images of the
groups EP-PSS, EP-5FU and EP-CIS at 30 days.
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Figure 2

A: Graph showing the mean ± standard deviations (M ± SD) of the PABL in the furcations of the lower �rst molars.
Symbols: ¶, statistically signi�cant difference with 15 days at the same group; †, statistically signi�cant difference
with NEP-PSS at the same time points; ‡, statistically signi�cant difference with EP-PSS at the same time points; §,
statistically signi�cant difference with EP-CIS at the same time points. Statistical test: ANOVA and Tukey’s test (p
≤0.05). B-D: photomicrographs showing the effects of the antineoplastics agents on healthy periodontal tissues.
Periodontium in the furcation region of the lower �rst molars in animals that received PSS (B), 5-FU (C) or CIS (D). E-
J: photomicrographs showing the effects of the antineoplastics agents on the progression of experimental
periodontitis. Histopathologic features at 7 and 30 days (E/H) in the furcation region of the lower �rst molars in
animals with EP that received PSS. Histopathologic features at 7 and 30 days in the furcations region of the lower
�rst molars in animals with EP that received 5-FU (F/I) or CIS (G/J). Abbreviation: ab, alveolar bone. Staining:
Haematoxylin and Eosin. Scale bars: 400 μm.
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Figure 3

A: Immunolabelling pattern of TRAP in the furcation region of the lower �rst molars. B: Graph showing the mean ±
standard deviations (M ± SD) of TRAP-positive cells for each group and period. Symbols: ¶, statistically signi�cant
difference with 7 days at the same group; †, statistically signi�cant difference with NEP-PSS at the same time points;
‡, statistically signi�cant difference with EP-PSS at the same time points. Statistical test: ANOVA and Tukey’s test (p
≤0.05). C-K: Immunolabelling pattern of TRAP-positive cells at 7 days. Furcation region of the lower �rst molars in
animals with EP that received PSS. L-M: photomicrographs of the immunolabelling pattern of RANKL-positive cells
at 7 days. O-P: photomicrographs of the immunolabelling pattern of OPG-positive cells at 30 days. Furcation region
of the lower �rst molars in animals that received PSS (C), 5-FU (F) or CIS (I). Furcation region of the lower �rst molars
in animals with EP that received PSS (D, E, L, O), 5-FU (G, H, M, P) OR CIS (J, K, N, Q). Black arrows: TRAP-positive
cells (A-K), RANKL-positive cells (L-M). Abbreviations: ab, alveolar bone; pl, periodontal ligament. Counter-staining:
Harris’ haematoxylin. Scale bars: A, 10 μm; E, H and K, 20 μm; L-K, 30 μm; C, F and I, 50 μm; D, G and J, 100 μm.
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Figure 4

A-C: Photomicrographs showing the immunolabelling pattern of TNFα in the furcations region at 30 days. Furcation
region of the lower �rst molars in animals that received PSS (A), 5-FU (B) or CIS (C). D-F: Photomicrographs showing
the immunolabelling pattern of IL-1β in the furcations region at 15 days. Furcation region of the lower �rst molars in
animals that received PSS (D), 5-FU (E) or CIS (F). Black arrows: TNFα -positive cells (A-C), IL-1β -positive cells (D-F).
Abbreviation: ab, alveolar bone. Counter-staining: Harris’ haematoxylin. Scale Bars: 100 μm.
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Figure 5

A: Graph showing the mean ± standard deviations (M ± SD) of PCNA-positive cells for each group and period.
Symbols: ¶, statistically signi�cant difference with 7 days at the same group; ‖, statistically signi�cant difference
with 15 days at the same group; †, statistically signi�cant difference with NEP-PSS at the same time points; ‡,
statistically signi�cant difference with EP-PSS at the same time points; §, statistically signi�cant difference with
NEP-CIS at the same time points. Statistical test: ANOVA and Tukey’s test (p ≤0.05). B-D: Immunolabelling pattern of
PCNA-positive cells at 7 days. E-G: photomicrographs of the immunolabelling pattern of HIF-1α-positive cells at 15
days. H-J: photomicrographs of the immunolabelling pattern of BAX-positive cells at 15 days. Furcation region of the
lower �rst molars in animals with EP that received PSS (B, E, H), 5-FU (C, F, I) or CIS (D, G, J). Blue arrows: PCNA-
positive cells. Black arrows: HIF-1α-positive cells; BAX-positive cells. Abbreviation: ab, alveolar bone. Conter-staining:
Abreviation: ab, alveolar bone. Counter-staining: Fast green (B-D); Harris’ haematoxylin (E-J). Scale bars: B-D, 40 μm;
E-J, 20
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