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Abstract
The number of aroma compounds obtained by biotechnological process has increased tremendously in recent years and, as a result, are now being
extensively employed in order to make products more attractive for consumers. In the present review, we inten to assess the wide range of reactions are
catalyzed by fungal strains in regards to biotransformation of limonene and pinene for the aroma compounds production, their production
rates/maximum concentrations and their biological potential. We comprehensively summarized in this review available data (2000–2021) regarding
fungal biotransformation of limonene and pinene as biotechnological processes. Over the past years, has been paid to the biotransformation processes
due to mild and environmentally friendly conditions applied. This review has shown that reports on the application of the fungi as a promising source
of biocatalysts, mainly for stereoselective reactions such as hydroxylation and epoxidation. Studies have demonstrated the existence of promising
monoterpenes used as substrates, which could be important from an industrial standpoint since this increases their importance as starting materials
for obtaining aromatic molecules new. Moreover, biological (e.g.,antioxidant, anticancer) activities attributed to some monoterpene biotransformation
products are increasingly being reported, indicating that their applications may transcend food, cosmetic and pharmaceutical industry.

Introduction
Natural additives are a potential alternative for the replacement of traditional chemicals, and are extensively employed in the food technology, cosmetic
and pharmaceutical industry. In the last few years, many chemical companies have increased their portfolios with the inclusion of naturally- obtained
compounds, through the use of biotechnology-based approaches in order to substitute chemical synthesis (Oliveira Felipe, Oliveira and Bicas 2017). In
this context, a joint effort between science and industry for the production of natural additives is fundamental for the development of appropriate
solutions in order to meet the demand for natural compounds (Paulino et al. 2021).

Odoriferous compounds, otherwise known as aromas, have low molecular weight; generally less than 400 Da and are organic compounds that are
remarkably perceptible by smell and exert characteristic odors that are often pleasant [Pessôa et al. 2019a). These compounds are predominantly
hydrophobic and are represented by their volatility and chemical diversity. They can be classi�ed as hydrocarbons, aldehydes, alcohols, acids, ketones,
esters and lactones, for example, limonene, α-pinene, and β‐pinene are among the most widespread monoterpene hydrocarbons (Braga and Belo 2018;
Sales et al. 2018a). A consolidated biotechnological approach comprising the production of aromatic compounds may be accomplished using the
biotransformation of monoterpenes has been described (Sales et al. 2018a; Sharma et al. 2020).

During recent years, there has been increasing efforts on the part of industries to adapt their processes and products to recent global tendencies. These
efforts have involved efforts to �nd alternatives to chemical oxidation bioprocesses for obtaining aroma compounds and include methods such as the
direct extraction from nature, chemical synthesis and biotechnological transformations via microbial and enzymatic biotransformation (Molina et al.
2014a; Bicas et al. 2016e; Pessôa et al. 2019b).

Compared to chemical synthesis and direct extraction from nature, biotransformation processes are attractive and can be used to identify pathways for
production of value-added compounds (Dionísio et al. 2012). The products obtained through this approach can be considered to be natural, and related
to the concept of sustainable development, since such production processes are aligned with the best practices in environmental preservation (Oliveira
Felipe, Oliveira and Bicas 2017)

Over the past decade, microbial biotransformations have gained importance. This biotechnology process can be de�ned as the use of biological
systems to catalyze chemical changes in substances that do not constitute their common precursor (substrate) (Carvalho 2016; Fanaro et al. 2016). In
vitro biotransformation can be carried out under mild conditions and with high selectivity, and includes regio-, stereo-, and enantioselectivity
modi�cations of a substrate based on single or multistep reactions catalyzed by biological systems within microbial cells (bacteria, yeasts and fungi)
or with pure enzymes (Molina et al. 2014a; Bicas et al. 2016e; Sales et al. 2018a). These allow the catalytic activity of these systems to act on the
substrate and produce new oxygenated derivatives (Duetz et al. 2003; Sales et al. 2018d).

The main steps in the biotransformation are the selection of biocatalyst systems, which is mainly resistant and can use the precursor as the only
carbon source. A huge number of biotechnological processes using whole-cell or isolated enzyme in biotransformation of monoterpenes have been
published using growth in appropriate media and can generate a mixture of intermediate products (Sales et al. 2018a). Whole-cell biotransformation
has the potential of being more environmentally benign than chemical synthesis and more cost-effective when compared to isolated enzyme catalysis.
Among all the existing whole-cells systems, the use of fungi has traditionally been most used in biotransformation processes (Dionísio et al. 2012;
Carvalho 2016).

Fungi are eukaryotic microorganisms and occur in different ecosystems around the world. They can adapt to extreme environmental conditions
involving water, wastewater, oxygen, metals, organic/inorganic compounds, temperature, pH, and salinity (Borges et al. 2009; Carvalho 2016). The
reactions catalyzed by fungi transcend area of chemistry and microbiology due to the fact that biocatalysts are selective, easy-to-handle, and
environmentally friendly (green chemistry principles) (Oliveira Silva et al. 2013; Parshikov and Sutherland 2014; Chambergo and Valencia 2016). In
addition, mounting evidence has shown that fungal cytochrome P450 (CYP) monooxygenases may be responsible for this biotransformation process.
CYP dependent reactions have been proven to include hydroxylation, oxidation, epoxidation, dealkylation, dehydration, deamination, desaturation,
dehalogenation and demethylation (Janocha, Schmitz and Bernhardt 2015; Zhang et al. 2016; Puentes-Cala et al. 2018).
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Many studies have focused on the selection of new fungal species that can be directly applied to biotransformation of the monoterpenes used as
substrates (Pessôa et al. 2019b). Among the most targeted substrates that have potential to be used for fungal biotransformation approaches are
limonene and pinene, since they may lead to the accumulation of intermediate products with high added value. These products may have a market
value that is 10 to 30 times higher than the initial substrate (Carvalho 2016; Oliveira Felipe, Oliveira and Bicas 2017). Limonene has a weighted average
price of US$ 34/L, while its oxygenated counterparts, for example, carveol, perillyl alcohol, and carvone present reference prices of US$ 529/L, US$
405/L, and US$ 350/L, respectively. While α-pinene has an average price of US$ 64/L, oxygenated derivatives, such myrtenol have reference prices of
US$ 1,939, verbenol (US$ 1,926/L), myrtenal (US$ 913/L) and verbenone (US$ 906/L). Therefore, there is an important economic opportunity to be
explored in the addition of value to commodities (Oliveira Felipe, Oliveira and Bicas 2017).

In this review, we inten to assess the wide range of reactions are catalyzed by fungal strains in regards to biotransformation of limonene and pinene
with potential to be used as substrates, their production rates/maximum concentrations and their biological potential of these bioaromas, which
parameters could be important for an industrial standpoint increasing their importance as biotechnological processes.

Methodology
For this review, existing pieces of literature (research articles, reviews and book chapter) were collected from multiple scienti�c journals, and worldwide
databases such as Scopus, ScienceDirect, PubMed and Springer. The following keywords were searched, “Monoterpene biotransformation”,
“Biotransformation of limonene” “Biotransformation of pinene”, “Biotransformation pathway”, “biotransformations using fungi as biocatalysts”,
“Production of perillyl derivatives”, “production of α-terpineol”, “Production of limonene-1,2-diol”, “Potential biological aroma compounds” “. Overall,
more than 66 different publications (2000–2021) were collected and used for this review.

Limonene And Pinene As Substrates For Fungal Biotransformation

Over the last two decades, the biotechnological production of natural compounds has increased and has become promising for enabling the formation
of aromatic compounds. Another factor that corroborates the rise of and interest in biotechnological processes for the production of aromas is the
possibility of using agro-industrial residues that are rich in monoterpenoid compounds, since these can be used as substrates for biotransformation
(Bicas et al. 2008a; Fanaro et al. 2016; Sharma et al. 2020).

Monoterpenes (C10H16) are hydrocarbons that are produced in the cytoplasm of plant cells, and their synthesis proceeds via the mevalonic acid
pathway (MVA) starting from acetyl-CoA. All monoterpenoids are biosynthesized from geranyl diphosphate (GPP), formed by the consecutive
condensation of the �ve-carbon monomer isopentenyl diphosphate (IPP) to its isomer dimethylallyl diphosphate (DMAPP) (Kumar et al. 2020). This
diversity of isolated monoterpene molecules is derived from the cyclization processes, which enable the formation of monocyclic and bicyclic systems,
and is observed in the large number of compounds reported (Dong and Jongedijk 2016; Yue et al. 2020).

The biotransformation of these monoterpenes using fungal biocatalysts is well-established, and occurs through the metabolic pathways associated to
selective catalytic modi�cations in determined speci�c functional groups of limonene and pinene (Lerin et al. 2010). The monoterpenes used in
biotransformation are commonly found in nature and can be acquired on a large-scale through industrial waste. In this context, limonene and pinene
have been widely exploited as a precursor of different value-added aromatic compounds (Bicas et al. 2008a; Molina et al. 2014a; Sharma et al. 2020).
This bioprocess has aroused interest of the scienti�c community, due to the satisfactory results in relation to the value-added compounds.

Among the main advantages of this biotransformation of limonene and pinene using biocatalyst systems for the production of aroma compounds, we
can highlight: continuous production throughout the year without seasonal interference; adoption of parameters of processes that are less stringent
(thus reducing energy costs and the use of reagents that are harmful to the environment); high enantioselectivity, which allows us to obtain aromatic
compounds of high optical purity, thus bene�cial to thesensory characteristics of the products; controllable and optimizable process conditions (Molina
et al. 2014a; Oliveira Felipe, Oliveira and Bicas 2017).

Fungal biotransformation of limonene for the production of aroma compounds

Limonene is one of the most studied monocyclic monoterpenes and has been reported as one of the most abundant in nature. It is a chemical
component of 90% of essential oils extracted from citrus fruits. S-(-)-limonene (CAS 5989-54-8) is substance that is present in lemons and Mentha sp.
and R-(+)-limonene (CAS 5989-27-5) is the majority compound of fruit peel such the orange. Both of these limonene enantiomers are produced from the
agro-industrial residues of these plant species and were among the �rst monoterpenoid compounds used as precursors for the biotechnological
production of aromas (Dong and Jongedijk 2016) [28].

The oxidation process of limonene when carried out by fungi promotes selective hydroxylation reactions and enantioselective catalytic epoxidation of
the carbon chain. These catalytic modi�cations to the functional groups of limonene produce different metabolic pathways that determine the diversity
of precursors for the production of acyclic, monocyclic and bicyclic natural aroma compounds (Maróstica and Pastore 2007; Duetz et al. 2003). In this
context, many studies have focused on identifying new fungi strains that have potential application in biotechnological processes through isolation,
screening and selection of strains that are able to produce aroma compounds from limonene.

Hydroxylation at the 7-position for production of Perillyl derivatives
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Whilst limonene enantiomers is a cheap and widely available chemical, its oxidised derivatives are relatively expensive.The biotransformation process
permits the production of a hydroxymethylated monoterpene analog, for example perillyl derivatives, from a monoterpene analog having a terminal
methyl group, for example limonene enantiomers, which is substantially free from other hydroxylation products (Maróstica and Pastore 2007b; Bicas,
Fontanille and Larroche 2008; Carvalho et al. 2017). Speci�cally the allylic oxidation reaction by fungal biocatalysts to the methyl group (hydroxylation
at 7-position) obtained different aroma compounds such perillyl alcohol (CAS 536-59-4), perillyl aldehyde (CAS 2111-75-3), and perillyl acid (CAS
23635-14-5) (Duetz et al. 2003; Trytek and Fiedurek 2005a; Carvalho et al. 2017).

Research and development on the biotransformation of limonene has continued to draw much attention on a wide variety of conversion products, such
as perillic compounds in signi�cant amounts, which could be more valuable to the �elds of cosmetics, food ingredients and pharmaceutical industries
(Lerin et al. 2010). Among the main bioconversion products, perillyl alcohol is of particular importance due to its high bulk prices that range from
US$300–600/kg (Duetz et al. 2003; Carvalho et al. 2017). It has chemopreventive properties that include treatment of cancers of the liver, mammary
and lungs and, as such, suggests great market potential (Castellanos, Villamil and López 2007).

The C–H bond activation through hydroxylation using biocatalysis of fungal CYPs is considered an important reaction of so-called late-stage
functionalization that is often a challenge in organic chemistry [21, 22]. Hydroxylation can provide improved activity, selectivity, and solubility that can
result in an alternative method for the achievement of bioactive analogs. Indeed, hydroxyl groups are versatile functional groups for the synthesis of
intermediate natural products (Janocha, Schmitz and Bernhardt 2015; Puentes-Cala et al. 2018).

Acyclic allylic hydrogen abstraction in the methyl group of limonene enantiomers is promising due to the production of perillic derivatives, which can be
characterized as natural aromatic compounds. Biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene to perillic derivatives, such as the products employing Mortierella
minutíssima, has already been reported. According to the best conditions, recovery was about 0.8%, with the medium adjusted to pH 6.0, at a
temperature of 20°C at 150 rpm, which obtained 83.5% of the principal compounds R-(+)-perillyl alcohol, R-(+)-perillyl aldehyde (2.7%) and R-(+)-perillyl
acid (13.4%) after 5 days of reaction, as shown in Fig. 1 (Trytek and Fiedurek 2005a).

In another experiment, the use of Aspergillus niger (DSM 821) is described in the biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene and a conversion in perillyl
alcohol was obtained after 72 h of reaction. The best fungal biotransformation pathway for limonene involves the hydroxylation at the C7-methyl
group, resulting in the formation of perillyl alcohol and perillyl aldehyde, where two enzymes of this pathway, perillyl alcohol dehydrogenase and perillyl
aldehyde dehydrogenase, were partially puri�ed (Lerin et al. 2010).

In this study optimization of the process conditions using an integrated array of microbioreactors (250 mL) for biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene by
the psychrotrophic fungi M. minutissima in H2O2-oxygenated culture was reported. The best results were obtained using 0.5% of R-(+)-limonene in 6 g
of mycelial mass in oxygenated medium with 2% hydrogen peroxide, pH 6.0 and 48–72 h cultivation at 15°C/150 rpm. The application of H2O2-
oxygenated culture for the biotransformation of limonene, under these conditions resulted in 2-fold increased productivity as compared to classical
aeration and enabled precise monitoring of oxygen consumption. In this system H2O2-oxygenated culture, 258.1 mg/L of perillyl alcohol were obtained
(Castellanos, Villamil and López 2007).

A yeast has been identi�ed as Yarrowia lipolytica (ATCC 18942) in the bioconversion of R-(+)-limonene to perillic derivatives. The results were obtained
using optimization of conditions, such medium supplemented with 0.5% (v/v) of R-(+)-limonene in pH 7, a mycelial mass of 10 g/L and cultivation at
25°C/ 200 rpm. Under these conditions, a conversion in perillyl alcohol and perillyl aldehyde was obtained The majority compound was perillyl acid and
production was corresponded to 419 mg/L-1 in 24 h and 562 mg/L-1 in 48 h, respectively (Trytek, Fiedurek and Skowronek 2009b).

Another study involving the biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene used the endophytic fungi identi�ed as the Penicillium sp. strain. Products
accumulated in the medium were approximately 39.9 mg/L− 1 of perillyl alcohol, trace accumulations of perillyl aldehyde plus two previously unknown
oxygenated monoterpenoids namely p-menth-1-en-9-al and 1,3,8-p-menthatriene (Ferrara et al. 2013).

This large study presented a comparative analysis integrated between a preliminary study for biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene at 96% purity and
two optimized experiments, namely the bioconversion of R-(+)-limonene at 97% purity and chemical diversi�cation of orange oil (89% limonene) using
the yeast Y. lipolytica (ATCC 18942). The results in the preliminary study used six substrate additions every 48 h (4.0 g/L-1), and production of perillyl
acid accumulated to 0.855g/L-1 was obtained. By contrast, between the two optimized experiments, under these experimental conditions, the principal
compound perillyl acid showed concentrations of 0.796 g/L-1 and 0.872 g/L-1, respectively (Tappin et al. 2017).
 

A number of reports in the literature demonstrate that the epoxidation pathway starts with an attack to the 1,2-double bond of limonene by the enzyme
limonene 1,2-monooxygenase, thus generating limonene-1,2-epoxide Limonene-1,2-epoxide hydrolase catalyzes the hydrolysis of limonene-1,2-epoxide
to limonene-1,2-diol, which is an important aroma compound used in the food industry. Subsequent oxidations in limonene-1,2-diol gave rise to the
compounds 1-hydroxy-2-oxolimonene, this molecule spontaneously rearranging obtained 3-isopropenyl-6-oxoheptanoate and 3-isopropenyl-6-
oxoheptanyl-CoA (Maróstica and Pastore 2007; Bicas, Fontanille and Larroche 2008; Carvalho et al. 2017).

Limonene-1,2-diol (CAS 1946-00-5) is a colorless to slightly yellowish oil with a fresh mint aroma. It may also be economically attractive since this
product is marketed at US$ 446/g, while the substrate costs US$ 41.40/g. Limonene-1,2-diol has been associated with a signi�cant inhibitory effect on
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the pro-in�ammatory activities of CD4 + and CD8 + T lymphocytes; a potential anticancer activity. It also has insect-attractant properties besides being
used as �avoring for beverages, chewing gum, gelatins, and puddings (Molina et al. 2015b; Sales et al. 2018b; Sales 2019c).

The biotransformation of both enantiomers of limonene, R-(+)- and (S)-(-)-limonene, into limonene-1,2-diol using Fusarium oxysporum (152B) has
already been reported. The concentrations of limonene-1,2-diol obtained from (S)-(-)-limonene accumulated 3.7g/L-1 only peaked at after 72 h of
reaction. Limonene-1,2-diol was not detected in the biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene. This is the �rst report that characterizes the bioconversion of
enantiomers of limonene by cellular detoxi�cation using ultra-structural analysis (Molina et al. 2015b).

While testing the Phomopsis sp. strain for the bioconversion of R-(+)-limonene and orange residue-based media, it was noticed that limonene-1,2-diol
accumulated in the medium. The limonene-1,2-diol production followed a similar pro�le to that observed for both incubated substrates, with an
accumulated concentration of 2.08 g/L-1, which was obtained after 120 h of biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene. In the orange residue extract-based
medium, a high concentration of limonene-1,2-diol was successfully obtained, reaching 2.10 g/L-1 after 144 h of biotransformation with no signi�cant
increase when used for longer periods (Bier, Medeiros and Soccol 2017a).

As reported in a comparative study analyzing the biocatalytic potential of Colletotrichum nymphaeae and Colletotrichum acutatum for
biotransformation of limonene enantiomers R-(+)-limonene and (S)-(-)-limonene, the authors reported the results were obtained using a mixture of both
substrates at the same concentration, which were added according to the same procedure (reaching a �nal concentration of 5 g.L-1 of substrate) by
both fungi. the fungi produced traces of cis- and trans- limonene-1,2-epoxide and limonene-1,2-diol as the principal compound, as shown in Fig. 2. The
biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene by C. acutatum and C. nymphaeae produced the concentrations 3g/L-1 and 4.01g/L-1 of limonene-1,2-diol,
respectively, after 192 h of fermentation. On the other hand, a similar pro�le was observed when (S)-(-)-limonene was applied as substrate and C.
acutatum and C. nymphaeae were used as biocatalysts. Higher amounts of limonene-1,2-diol were produced (3.08 g/L-1 and 0.06 g/L-1, respectively),
which were accumulated after 192 h (Sales et al. 2018b).

Another process for bioconversion of limonene using fungi strains was reported by Cecati et al. (2018). In this study, R-(+)-limonene was
biotransformed using an endophytic fungi isolated from Eupatorium buniifolium Hook. & Arn., identi�ed as Alternaria alternata and Neofusicoccum sp.
(EB04), which were able to produce 1.75 g/L-1 and 2.23 g/L-1 of limonene-1,2-diol after 72 h, respectively, with no further signi�cant increase in the
product concentration when R-(+)-limonene was used as substrate.

From the point of view of the productivity on a larger scale of the compound of interest limonene-1,2-diol, for biotransformation R-(+)-limonene using C.
nymphaeae (CBMAI 0864). Moreover, a single addition of 15 g/L-1 substrate R-(+)-limonene at the start of the biotransformation resulted in the highest
concentration 4.19 g/L− 1 of limonene-1,2-diol indicating at zero time yielded better results that fed-batch operation was not a good choice (Sales et al.
2019c). This bioconversion, mediated by C. nymphaeae (CBMAI 0864), has already been described. The bioprocess in the bioreactor (7.5 L) operated at
30°C, 300 rpm, pH 6.0 of mineral medium and with 13 g/L-1 biomass, and production reached 7.8 g/L-1 and 5.6 g/L-1 of accumulated limonene-1,2-diol
after 72 h when using 20 g/L-1 of R-(+)-limonene and (S)-(-) -limonene as substrate, respectively (Sales et al. 2019d).

The biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene into limonene-1,2-diol has also been reported recently for C. nymphaeae (CBMAI 0864). Results of extractions
with different organic solvents showed that a-terpineol concentrations could reach 2.14 g/L-1 (80.8% of recovery) when using ethyl acetate as the
cosolvent, followed by n-butanol (concentration around 1.8 g/L-1), chloroform and dichloromethane (approximately 1.6 g/L-1 each), and �nally hexane
(0.007 g/L-1). This result can be explained by the fact that the intermediate polarity of ethyl acetate is the most similar to the polarity of limonene-1,2-
diol (Molina et al. 2019c).

Recently, a study investigated the extraction and puri�cation of limonene-1,2-diol from biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene by C. nymphaeae CBMAI
0864. Results showed that aroma compounds concentrations followed a similar pro�le to that observed for incubated both substrates, with an
accumulated concentration of 2.65g/L-1 of Limonene-1,2-diol that was obtained after 192 h of biotransformation (Medeiros et al. 2021). Table 1
summarizes the screening studies for limonene-1,2-diol production by fungal biotransformation of limonene enantiomers.
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Table 1
Process conditions for limonene-1,2-diol production by fungal

Biocatalyst System pH °C r.p.m Volume
medium
(mL)

Substrate Substrate
concentration

(g/L− 1)

Biomass
quantity

(g/L− 1)

Product
formed

(g/L− 1);

Maximum
time (h)

References

F.oxysporum
152B

�asks 6.5 28 250 200 (S)-(-)-
limonene

5.0 50.0 3.7 72 Molina et
al. (2015b)

Phomopsis sp. �asks n.e* 30 120 40 (R)-(+)-
limonene

10.0 3.0 2.1 120 Bier,
Medeiros
and
Soccol
(2017a)

Phomopsis sp. �asks n.e* 30 120 40 Essential oil 5.0 13.0 2.1 144 Bier,
Medeiros
and
Soccol
(2017a)

C. nymphaeae �asks 7.0 30 150 50 (R)-(+)-
limonene

15.0 6.4 3.0 192 Sales et al.
(2018b)

C. acutatum �asks 7.0 30 150 50 (R)-(+)-
limonene

15.0 6.2 4,0 192 Sales et al.
(2018b).

C. nymphaeae �asks 7.0 30 150 50 (S)-(-)-
limonene

15.0 6.4 3.0 192 Sales et al.
(2018b)

C. acutatum �asks 7.0 30 150 50 (S)-(-)-
limonene

15.0 6.2 4.1 192 Sales et al.
(2018b)

A.alternata
Eb03
(KY968699)

�asks 7.0 28 150 20 (R)-(+)-
limonene

2.5 100.0 1.7 72 Cecati et
al. (2018)

Neofusicoccum
sp. EB04

�asks 7.0 28 150 20 (R)-(+)-
limonene

2.5 100.0 2.2 72 Cecati et
al. (2018)

C.nymphaeae
CBMAI 0864

�asks 7.0 30 150 50 (R)-(+)-
limonene

15.0 6.6 4.2 192 Sales et al.
(2019c)

C.nymphaeae
CBMAI 0864

Bioreactor 6.0 27 300 6000 (R)-(+)-
limonene

20.0 13.2 7.8 72 Sales et al.
(2019d)

C.nymphaeae
CBMAI 0864

Bioreactor 6.0 27 300 6000 (S)-(-)-
limonene

20.0 13.2 5.9 72 Sales et al.
(2019d)

C.nymphaeae
CBMAI 0864

�asks 7.0 27 200 50 (R)-(+)-
limonene

2.0 4.8 2.65 192 Medeiros
et al.
(2021)

*not evaluated.
 

Epoxidation of 8,9-double bond in the isoprenil unit for production of α-terpineol

The biotransformation processes using limonene as a substrate in the production of aroma compounds has been described and reviewed in the last
few years and is considered an important approach in biotechnology. Microbial production of α-terpineol is also important and various authors reported
the epoxidation reaction of the double bond in the isoprenyl-unit from limonene biotransformation (Maróstica and Pastore 2007; Tai et al. 2016).

α-terpineol (CAS 7785-53-7) has an odor typical of lilac (Syringa vulgaris Linnaeus, 1753) and a sweet smell reminiscent of peach, with an aroma
threshold of 280–350 ppb. Its annual consumption is estimated to be approximately 9.2 tons, which represents an individual intake of 17.2 µg/kg/day
in the United States of America (Tai et al. 2016; Molina et al. 2019c). The traditional commercial uses of α-terpineol include household products, food
technology and �avor preparations, but the increasing discoveries have been made regarding its bioactivities, such as antioxidant, anticancer,
antinociceptive, anticonvulsant and sedative activities (Sousa et al. 2020; Sales et al. 2020e).

The reported food usages for α -terpineol, usually in a range of 10–20 ppm, include baked goods, chewing gum, condiments, dairy products, candies
and beverages. It is an important commercial product, normally used in the formulation in soaps, cosmetics, and �avors preparations, due to the in vitro
antioxidant and anti-in�ammatory activities that have already been associated with this alcohol (Bicas et al. 2010c; Sousa et al. 2020).

Thus, the bioconversion processes of limonene enantiomers R-(+)-limonene and (S)-(-)-limonene were performed according to the optimized processing
conditions for the production of both into α-terpineol. Among the �ve Penicillium digitatum strains tested, P. digitatum (ATCC 201167) has been proved
to be an e�cient biocatalyst to transform R-(+)-limonene to α-terpineol, and obtained a concentration of 0.93 g/L-1 after 8 h. The use of (S)-(-)-limonene
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in biotransformation experiments demonstrated that the P. digitatum (ATCC 201167) used this substrate and the compounds α-terpineol were not found
or were present in low concentrations in the abiotic control, suggesting that the microorganisms were responsible for such conversions. As observed for
(S)-(-)-limonene, the concentrations obtained were considered too low to justify a kinetic study (Adams, Demyttenaere and de Kimpe 2003).

Based on the use of variable screening (Plackett–Burman methodology) followed by a central composite design was described to optimize the main
parameters involved. These techniques were very useful for a full understanding of the process, and presented the best conditions for the production of
α-terpineol, which were 72 h-reaction in pure distilled water as the culture medium, temperature between 24 and 28°C, agitation of 200 to 310 rpm, R-(+)-
limonene concentration of 0.5% (v/m) and an inoculum/culture medium ratio of 0.25 (m/m). This is a simple and low cost process from which
concentrations up to 2.4 g/L-1 of the product were obtained using Fusarium oxysporum 152b (Fig. 3) (Bicas et al. 2008b).

An integrated biotechnological process for the production of various natural products who proposed a co-production process with an optimization of
conditions using F. oxysporum 152b for production of α-terpineol and alkaline lipase. This resulted in the generation of two valuable bioproducts in
parallel, and it was demonstrated that the biomass stored in frozen or lyophilized forms could be used for α-terpineol production, for which the reaction
rate was signi�cantly increased in the �rst case (Fig. 3). Also, it was shown that the enzyme responsible for the process is enantioselective and
enantiospeci�c for the biotransformation of S-(-)-limonene into α-terpineol, has an intracellular nature and acts in anaerobic conditions. Finally, these
integrated biotechnological process obtained production of alkaline lipase in a concentration of 14 U/mL− 1; the maximal concentration obtained for α-
terpineol was 4 g/L− 1, demonstrating it to be one of the highest already described for a fungal process. This analogous study is interesting for enzyme-
based industries that might use the results obtained to the bene�t of their production practices (Bicas et al. 2010c).

Used a central composite design and response surface methodology to evaluate the process parameters in the biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene into
α-terpineol. It is interesting to highlight that, in these processes, the biocatalysts used were Aspergillus sp. strains isolated from orchards and citric fruit
industries in Brazil. The best process reached a substrate concentration of 1.75 %, mass of inoculum of 2 g and substrate to ethanol volume ratio of
1:1, with 1.7 g/L− 1 of α-terpineol obtained (Rottava et al. 2011).

The biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene using P. digitatum (DSM 62840) reported a α-terpineol concentration of 1,864 mg/L after 48 h, and this
production could be increased to 0.5 % of substrate, inoculum/media ratio of 0.25 (w/w), in pH 3.5, 27°C and 150 rpm (Prieto, Perea and Ortiz 2011).
Similarly, P. digitatum (DSM 62840) was able to produce 833.93 mg/L of limonene-1,2-diol when the pre-culture medium was in medium log-phase by
adding 840 mg/L of R-(+)-limonene dissolved in ethanol and cultivation was performed at 24°C, 150 rpm, and pH 6.0 after 12 h of incubation. The
addition of small amounts of R-(+)-limonene (84 mg/L− 1) at the start of the fungal log-phase growth yielded a 1.5-fold yield of α-terpineol, indicating
that the enzyme was inducible (Tai et al. 2016).

Recently, a study investigated the production of α-terpineol from biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene and orange residue-based media by an
endophytic fungi strain identi�ed as Phomopsis sp. Results showed that a-terpineol concentrations followed a similar pro�le to that observed for
incubated both substrates, with an accumulated concentration of 23.64 mg/L− 1 of α-terpineol that was obtained after 120 h of biotransformation. A
high concentration of α-terpineol was obtained from biotransformation of an orange residue-based extract, reaching 34.22 mg/L− 1 after 144 h of
biotransformation with no signi�cant increase for longer periods (Bier, Medeiros and Soccol, 2017a). Table 2 summarizes the screening studies for α-
terpineol production by fungal biotransformation of limonene processes.
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Table 2
Process conditions for α-terpineol production through fungal biotransformation of limonene.

Biocatalyst System pH °C r.p.m Volume
medium
(mL)

Substrate Substrate
concentration

(g/L− 1)

Biomass
quantity

(g/L− 1)

Product
formed
(g/L− 1)

Maximum
time (h)

References

P.digitatum
ATCC
201167

�asks 3.5 26 150 100 (R)-(+)-
limonene

5.7 n.e* 0.9 8 Adams,
Demyttenaere
and de Kimpe
(2003)

P.digitatum
ATCC
201167

�asks 3.5 26 150 100 (S)-(-)-
limonene

5.7 n.e* 0.1 8 Adams,
Demyttenaere
and de Kimpe
(2003)

F. oxysporum
152b

�asks 5.2 30 270 100 (R)-(+)-
limonene

2.1 3.75 2.4 72 Bicas et al.
(2008b)

F. oxysporum
152b

�asks 6.7 30 200 100 (S)-(-)-
limonene

15.0 3.75 2.0 48 Bicas et al.
(2010c)

Aspergillus
sp. 05.01.35

�asks n.e* 30 175 30 (R)-(+)-
limonene

1.7 2.0 1.7 n.e* Rottava et al.
(2011)

P. digitatum
DSM 62840

�asks 6.0 24 150 50 (R)-(+)-
limonene

0.9 n.e* 0.8 12 Tai et al.
(2016)

Phomopsis
sp.

�asks n.e* 30 120 40 (R)-(+)-
limonene

10.0 3.0 0.2 120 Bier, Medeiros
and Soccol
(2017a)

Phomopsis
sp.

�asks n.e* 30 120 40 Essential Oil 5.0 3.0 0.3 144 Bier, Medeiros
and Soccol
(2017a)

P. digitatum

DSM 62840

�asks 3.5 27 150 5 (R)-(+)-
limonene

2.0 n.e* 1.8 48 Prieto, Perea
and Ortiz
(2011)

Aspergillus
sp. 01.04.03

�asks n.e* 30 175 30 Essential Oil 1.7 2.0 7.6 n.e* (Rottava et al.
(2011)

*not evaluated.

 

Other biotransformation of limonene for the production of aroma compounds
However, the hydroxylation and epoxidation reactions depending on the carbon position results on production of others oxygenated compounds, can be
used in the food, perfumery, cosmetic, pharmaceutical, and fuel industries (Maróstica and Pastore 2007). In various fungal biotransformation of
limonene processes obtain others oxygenated compounds as carveol (CAS 99-48-9) and carvone (CAS 99-49-0) as the major product have already been
reported using limonene as the substrate and fungal as biocatalysts. The carveol, together with carvone are monoterpenoids responsible for the typical
odor of spearmint, which is used as an aroma and used in baked goods, chewing gums, frozen dairy, gelatin, puddings, beverages and candies, in a
concentration close to 220 ppm. Its annual consumption is around 1.2 tons, representing an individual intake of 2.3 µg/kg/day in the United States of
America (Sousa et al. 2020).

The biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene by M. minutissima produce traces amounts of (0.18%) carveol, 0.05% of limonene 1,2-epoxide and 4.3% of
carvone after 120 h-reaction in medium adjusted to pH 6, temperature 20°C, agitation at 150 rpm, R-(+)-limonene concentration of 0.8% (v/m), as shown
in Fig. 4, route a (Trytek and Fiedurek 2005a).

Subsequently, this study followed a central composite design was described to optimize the main parameters involved in the biotransformation by P.
digitatum (DSM 62840). For this process, the experimental condition used was pH levels of 4.5 and 6.0, a temperature of 27°C and rotation at 150 rpm,
which represented the best conditions of monitored hydroxylation reactions in different carbons of R-(+)-limonene for formation of the oxygenated
derivatives, such as (R)-(–)-linalool, isomers cis/trans-carveol, cis/trans-p-menth-2,8-dien-1-ol and carvone. These conditions implicated an intermediate
(limonene-8,9-epoxide), which is formed via epoxidation for attack at the 8, 9-double bond catalysed by cytochrome P-450-dependent monooxygenase
(Fig. 4, route b) (Prieto, Perea and Ortiz 2011).

The products identi�ed through allylic oxidation at the C6 and C3 of R-(+)-limonene, performed at 24°C, 150 rpm, and pH 6.0 for 24 h using F.
oxysporum (CICC41029) were p-Menth-1-en-9-al, along with trace amounts of carveol. Other newly oxygenated derivatives such as dihydrocarvone,
isopiperitenone and piperitenone generated after 48 h-reaction (Fig. 4, route c) (Tai et al. 2016).
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Other bioconversion processe was based on the use of Phomopsis sp. strain for the biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene and presented some
compounds of interest, such as trace amounts of trans-p-mentha-2,8-dien-1ol, cis-p-mentha-2,8-dien-1ol, menthol, 1,6-dihydrocarveol, trans-Carveol, cis-
Carveol and (R)-(-)-carvone as its principal compound, which reached a maximum concentration of 536 mg/L− 1. Biotransformation was performed at
30°C, 120 rpm for 120 h (Fig. 4, route d). However, the chemical diversi�cation of orange residue-based media produced only minor quantities of
carvone, obtaining 12.56 mg/L− 1 after 144 h (Bier, Medeiros and Soccol, 2017a).

Fungal biotransformation of pinene for production of aroma compounds
The application of monotepernes as a substrate in the production of aroma compounds has been described and reviewed in the last few years and is
considered an important approach in biotechnology Oliveira Felipe, Oliveira and Bicas 2017). The reasons for this is that monoterpenes are abundantly
found in industrial wastes - for example, pinene is a bicyclic monoterpene and can be found in two isomeric forms, α-pinene and β-pinene. This
chemical compounds of several essential oils, such as turpentine oils obtained from conifers (Salehi et al. 2019).

α–Pinene (CAS 67762-73-6) is a colorless liquid that is soluble in ethanol and oils, and insoluble in water, with a boiling point of 155°C. At a
concentration of 1%, it has a citrus, spicy, woody pine, and turpentine-like aroma. The threshold of detection is 2.5 to 62 ppb. The gustative threshold is
10 ppm, and it presents an intense, woody, piney taste with a notable camphor-like and turpentine taste. β-Pinene (CAS 18172-67-3) is a colorless liquid
that is soluble in oils and insoluble in water and ethanol, with a boiling point between 163 and 166°C. At a concentration of 10%, the aroma
characteristics are cooling, woody, piney, and turpentine, with traces of fresh mint, eucalyptus, and camphor. It can be detected at a threshold of 140
ppb. As for its taste, it has a characteristically fresh, pine, woody, and resinous taste at 15 to 100 ppm and a slightly spicy nuance of mint, and camphor
(Vespermann et al. 2017; Xu et al. 2019; Kenseth et al. 2020).

The different levels of pinenes in turpentine may vary according to the botanical species, but in general, the amount of α-pinene is always higher than
that of β-pinene in the studied oils. Turpentine oil is an agro-industrial waste, which stands out as a residue rich in pinenes, and due to the affordable
price, is ideal in biotechnological processes for production of value-added bio�avors widely used in cosmetic and food industries. Thus, many studies
describe the biotransformation of pinenes into bio�avors compounds using different fungal biocatalysts, that has been cited as a promising approach
(Molina et al. 2014a; Paulino et al. 2021).

Biotransformation of pinene from the production of aroma compounds.

Besides the monoterpenes mentioned, α–pinene and β-pinene have been used as substrate in biotransformation processes for production of important
aroma compounds, including verbenol, verbenone, myrtenol and α-terpineol (Sales et al. 2018a). Thus, various types of process optimization have been
successfully implemented on the laboratorial scale, with the use of biphasic systems, to provide a better dissolution of substrate and increase the
permeability of the cells to organic solvents to facilitate the diffusion of the product to the extracellular media (Vespermann et al. 2017; Kutyła et al.
2020).

Several strategies described for the biotransformation of β-pinene in the production of α-terpineol using wild strains that were selected in a screening
study performed with more than 400 microorganisms. Among the microorganisms studied, A. niger (ATCC 16404) was incubated with 30 mL of PD
media at 25°C and 150 rpm and, under these conditions, it was able to produce around 2,856.54 mg/L of α-terpineol and traces of pinocamphone,
fenchol, trans-pinocarveol, borneol and cycle-hexanemethanol after 72 h of reaction While under another experimental condition, at 35°C and 150 rpm
without addition of a vitamin solution, it yielded a conversion into a-terpineol of 15,494.34 mg/L during 6 days. Furthermore, other species of A. niger
(ATCC 9642) and A. niger (ATCC 1004) could biotransform β-pinene to α-terpineol reaching concentrations up to 688.13 mg/L and 172.07 mg/L after
192 h, respectively (Rottava et al. 2010a).

Researchers of previous studies have exploring the biotechnological potential of the β-pinene aiming at the production of α-terpineol by Aspergillus sp.
(strains coded as 04.05.08 and 01.04.03) using the central composite rotatable design (CCRD) methodology. The best process conditions reached were
a substrate concentration of 1.75 %, mass of inoculum of 2 g and substrate to ethanol volume ratio of 1:1. Under these conditions, the concentration of
α-terpineol in the culture medium was reached using Aspergillus sp. (04.05.08) and (01.04.03), and higher production was also obtained in the central
point of the experimental design, about 761 mg/L and 763 mg/L, respectively (Rottava et al. 2011b).

Other pathways that lead to the formation of oxygenated derivatives occurs through of the biotransformation of α-pinene. Several oxygenated
bioproducts were obtained from of comparative study of the biotransformation of α-pinene isomers by cultures of Fusarium solani (Eb01) and
Neofusicoccum sp. (Eb04). In Fig. 5, route a, the potential biotransformations of α-(−)-pinene and α-(+)-pinene by culture of F. solani, were obtained
several oxygenated monoterpenes as terpinen-4-ol (33% and 50.3%); α-terpineol (3% and 2.4%); cis-sabinene hydrate (1.1% and 0.5%), respectively.
While, the biotransformations of α-(−)-pinene and α-(+)-pinene to limone-1,2-diol (39.7% and 34.6%), borneol (7.6% and 8.7), p-menth-1-em-7-al (3.1%
and 0.6%) e exo-fenchol (2.4% and 6.0%) were performed using culture Neofusicoccum sp. (EB04) visualized in Fig. 5., route g. These compounds were
identi�ed after 72 h of incubation and characterized using GC–MS and quanti�ed using GC-FID (Cecati et al. 2018).

As shown in Fig. 5, route b, the main oxygenated monoterpenes obtained by biotransformation of α-pinene using Ceriporia sp were α-terpineol (30.38%)
as majority compound, at a concentration of 0.05 g/L, with minor products, such as fenchol (17.78%), borneol (7.19%), limonene (3.90%), verbenone
(3.03%), 1-octen-3-ol (0.43%) and 3-octanone (0.21%), also identi�ed. Another study, which used the strain Stereum hirsutum (KFRI 234), suggested that
the biotransformation of α-pinene has to undergo a dehydrogenation reaction in order to form verbenone (27.64%) and myrtenol (CAS 515-00-4)
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(17.75%), with minor products, such as camphor (CAS 464-49-3) (8.49%) and pinocarveol (CAS 5947-36-4) (3.10%), after 96 h (Fig. 5, route d) (Lee et al.
2015a).

The fungus Polyporus brumalis (KFRI 20912) initiate the metabolism of α-pinene through the oxidation of the double bond at carbons 8–9, forming an
epoxide and the hydration. This reaction is catalyzed by P. brumalis resulted in the formation of α-terpineol (35.85% − 39.05%), with minor products also
identi�ed, such as borneol (CAS 507-70-0) (8.59%) and fenchol (CAS 1632-73-1) (5.54%), after �ve days of reaction (Fig. 5, route f) (Lee et al. 2015b).

Cultures of psychrotrophic fungus Chrysosporium pannorum (A-1), shows promise for allylic hydroxylation in C-3-position of α-pinene. The metabolites
obtained from this process were verbenol (CAS 473-67-6) and verbenone (CAS 5480-12-6) (Fig. 5, route e). The highest concentrations of verbenol,
about 722 mg/L, were reached using 1.5% (v/v) of substrate and 72-h-old mycelium, whereas the best result for verbenone (about 176 mg/L) was
obtained using 1% (v/v) of substrate and 48-h-old mycelium. The sequential addition of substrate proved to be a very e�cient strategy to increase the
yield because it was 3-fold higher than that obtained with a single addition of substrate after 72 h, reaching a concentration of 1.3 g/L, summing
verbenol and verbenone (Trytek, Jędrzejewski and Fiedurek 2015c).

Trytek, Fiedurek and Gromada (2016d) studied the effect of cell induction with the monoterpene substrate (1% v/v) and the use of dioxane, chloroform
and etanol as co-solvent in the process of bioconversion of α-pinene to verbenol, verbenone and trans-pinocarveol (Fig. 5, route h) by psychrotrophic C.
pannorum. The best results were obtained with cells that were not precultivated with the substrate (non-inducted), in the presence of ethanol and with
gradual addition of substrate. Accordingly, it was proposed that that the addition of substrate should be gradual to minimize the eventual toxicity and
subsequent inhibition of biocatalyst cells, and thereby, facilitate the biotransformation of α-pinene.

In a recent study, the biotransformation of α-pinene by cell cultures of A. niger (NRRL 326) resulted in the formation of mainly (S)-(+)-carvone hydrate
(4.28%) according to the GC-MS analysis, after a period of 4 days, when all the α-pinene had been consumed (Fig. 5, route c) (Çorbacı 2020). Many
authors have proposed schematic representations of the main metabolic pathways of interest which produce these respective derivatives and these are
shown in Fig. 5.

Because of the wide range of products of commercial interest that can be produced from α- and β-pinene, studies on the biotransformation of these
compounds have been stimulated for decades. From a technological point of view, the biotransformation of α- and β-pinene has already shown great
advances in recent years, although there are still challenges to be overcome by the aroma and fragrance industries (Vespermann et al. 2017).

Potential biological aroma compounds produced using fungal biotransformation of limonene and pinene..

In this section, we will discuss biological potential of bioaromas that can transcend the food industry, and be of use in the pharmaceutical industry.
However, in the scienti�c literature, there are few papers that describe and review the biological potential of aroma compounds produced by the fungal
biotransformation of limonene and pinene.

The natural aroma compounds produced also have biological proprieties, such antioxidant potential. The a-terpineol, perillyl acohol and carvone
present in the limonene biotransformation extract were assessed using four antioxidant assays (Junior et al. 2009). The results of this study of Junior
et al (2009) show that the limonene biotransformation extract had free radical-scavenging activity (EC50 = 2.09%, v/v) and inhibited lipid peroxidation
(IC50 = 0.13%, v/v). The extract, perillyl alcohol and α-terpineol, inhibited lipid peroxidation by ~ 80% at a concentration of 0.02% (v/v). Perillyl alcohol
and α-terpineol also reduced the release of superoxide anions by cultured leukemic cells, by 3- and 10-fold, respectively, at concentrations of < 0.02%
(v/v). The biotransformation extract inhibited the conversion of nitrophenyl acetate to p-nitrophenol in the glutathione assay by ~ 50%. Junior et al [53]
point out that this study has the possibility of using a crude extract as an antioxidant would greatly reduce the need to obtain pure compounds via
expensive industrial puri�cation techniques. This �ndings also suggest that some natural aroma compounds may be useful as functional bioaromas in
health supplements and nutraceuticals.

Bicas et al. (2011d) reported the antioxidant potential of carvone, perillyl alcohol, and α-terpineol using the antioxidant assays DPPH and ORAC. In
addition, the evaluation of the antiproliferative capacity of this alcohol against nine cancerous cell lines were performed and compared to limonene and
doxorubicin. The results of this study showed that all the samples tested had very low antioxidant activity in the DPPH assay, but a-terpineol (2.72 µmol
Trolox equiv./µmol) could be compared to commercial antioxidants in the ORAC assay. The antiproliferative results obtained encourage future in vivo
studies for α-terpineol, since this monoterpenoid presented cytostatic effect against six cell lines, especially for breast adenocarcinoma and chronic
myeloid leukemia, in a range of 181–588 µM.

Other evaluations of antioxidant activity have been reported by Bier et al. (2019). This study was based on antioxidant potential of a product from the
biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene using the antioxidant assays DPPH, ORAC and CUPRAC. According to the results obtained using the DPPH
method, the limonene biotransformation extract presented 20.17% antioxidant activity, compared to 12.1% from the orange waste extract, while, from
the ORAC analysis, the results were 24,011.39 µmolTE/g, obtained from the limonene biotransformation extract in comparison to 5226.45 µmolTE/g
from the orange waste. The results from the CUPRAC analysis were 538.05 mg TE/g from dry extract from the limonene biotransformation extract in
comparison to 168.27 TE/g of dry extract from the orange waste.

An experimental model of obesity, as reported by De Sousa et al. (2020), was created to investigate whether a diet containing α-terpineol could
attenuate metabolic disorders caused by a hyperlipidic diet and also identify possible differences in the physiological responses for α-terpineol
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enantiomers.

The results of this experimental study showed that α-terpineol improved the nutritional parameters of rats fed a high-fat diet. Moreover, the intake of α-
terpineol at concentrations > 50 mg/kg was able to reestablish the insulin sensibility and reduced (p < 0.05) serum levels of the proin�ammatory
cytokines TNF-α and IL-1β, when compared with the control group. The intake of R-(+)- and (-)-α-terpineol decreased the TNF-α level by approximately
1.5 and 3.4 times, respectively, when compared with the high-fat group, regardless of the concentration. Furthermore, both enantiomers at 50 mg/kg
decreased the levels of serum TBARS by 2.6–4.2 times, while hepatic TBARS were reduced in approximately 1.6 times, regardless of the compound and
concentration tested De Sousa et al. (2020).

More recently, Çorbaci (2020) reported the antioxidant potential of α-pinene biotransformation extract using the antioxidant assays DPPH and ORAC.
The antimicrobial activities of the α-pinene biotransformation extracts against the test pathogenic microorganisms were evaluated by both disc
diffusion and MIC methods. The biological activities of the extracts were found to be slightly higher than the control experiments. The �ndings obtained
will contribute to the literature and A. niger (NRRL 326) has the potential to become an important biotransformation agent.

Concluding Remarks
In this review, it can be observed that the studies published during the last two decades have illustrated the various facets of the processes of the
fungal biotransformation of limonene and pinene. The use these suitable substrates is an environmentally-friendly and cost-effective alternative. On
the application of the fungi is a growing approach in the chemical and microbiology �elds, due to the fact theses fungal biocatalysts are selective,
easy-to-handle, and environmentally friendly for the production of natural aroma compounds.

Some fungi have shown promise for the biotransformation of limonene and pinene, such as of the F. oxysporum 152b, P. digitatum (ATCC 201167) C.
nymphaeae and C. acutatum leading to the production of compounds of high economic value with satisfactory yields. The discovery of new fungi,
such as C. pannorum, which act under very mild conditions and may facilitate the work with volatile substrates, is noteworthy. Moreover, biological
(e.g.,antioxidant, anticancer) activities attributed to some monoterpene biotransformation products are increasingly being reported, indicating that their
applications may transcend food, cosmetic and pharmaceutical industry.

Although fungal biotransformation of limonene and pinene is a promising biotechnological approach, many challenges still need to be overcome, such
as low solubility, volatility, and toxicity of the substrates as well as the low product concentrations, and thus, it is expected that the joint application of
the selection of new microorganisms, process optimization techniques, and the possibility of scaling-up may facilitate the production of compounds
labeled as natural from such versatile and cheap substrates as the limonene and pinene.
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Figures

Figure 1

Proposed schematic of the biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene to perillic derivatives using M. minutíssima discussed in the work, reported by Trytek
and Fiedurek 2005a.

Figure 2

Proposed metabolic pathway of limonene to limonene-1,2-diol from biotransformation by Colletotrichum nymphaeae and Colletotrichum acutatum, as
discussed in work of Sales et al. 2018b.

Figure 3

Proposed schematic of the epoxidation 8,9-double bond pathway by fungal-biotransformation of limonene enantiomers to α-terpineol enantiomers, as
discussed in work of Bicas et al. 2008b and Bicas et al. 2010c.
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Figure 4

Proposed schematic of the main metabolic pathways of fungal biotransformation of R-(+)-limonene into many oxygenated derivatives, discussed in the
work and reported by Route a - Trytek and Fiedurek 2005a; Route b - Prieto, Perea and Ortiz 2011; Route c - Tai et al. 2016; Route d - Bier, Medeiros and
Soccol, 2017a.

Figure 5

Proposed schematic of the of the fungal biotransformation of α-pinene into many oxygenated derivatives, discussed in the work and reported by Route
a - Cecati et al. 2018; Route b - Lee et al. 2015a; Route c - Çorbacı 2020.; Route d - Lee et al. 2015a; Route e- Trytek, Jędrzejewski and Fiedurek 2015c;
Route f - Lee et al. 2015b; Route g - Cecati et al. 2018; Route h - Trytek, Fiedurek and Gromada 2016d.
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