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Abstract
Vision 2030 is seen as a contributing factor to diversifying the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s economy and stimulating numerous changes in
its social sectors, including in the health sector. Sustainable Development (SD)2030 is a global consensual agreement among nation
states to build a sustainable, desirable and progressively interrelated world. Achieving the Sustainable Development 2030 is seen as a
main component of development for health. This article explores the state capacity and the role of Vision2030 and Sustainable
Development 2030 in the revitalizing the healthcare system in Saudi Arabia. Systematic review and thematic data analysis technique are
used as method of this study. The Saudi government highlighted and emphasized Vision 2030 to improve population health and the
world body emphasized that Sustainable Development 2030 will contribute to “healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages”.
Saudi Arabia’s Vision2030 encourages the state to play a renewed role in development in the light of the UN’s declaration of the ‘right to
development’. In pursuing development, the state must have necessary institutional environment in sustaining capacity, resources and
interactions among groups for realizing constructive roles and functions in maintaining state affairs. The government needs to develop a
sustainable healthcare system by adding to health human resources, building public-private partnership, and e�cient use of resources
through stewardship, good governance, accountability, and transparency.

Introduction
The Saudi constitution signi�es health as one of the fundamental rights of every citizen. As it noted in Article 31 that “The state takes care
of health issues and provides healthcare for each citizen.” The development of population health is one of the priorities of the government
which is mentioned in the subsequent national development plans and international commitments and agreements. Since the
establishment of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 1900s, the government has been trying to provide best possible healthcare to its citizens
within the economic means of the country. Vision 2030 is a historical milestone with reference to Saudi Arabia, announced in 2016, to
revitalize the economy and private sector as an engine of growth and development. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2030 was
declared by the global community in 2015 to transform the world towards sustainability and development. This study examined state
capacity and the role of Vision 2030 and Sustainable Development 2030 in revitalizing health care systems in Saudi Arabia.

Methods
Different search engines and databases including Google Scholar, PubMed, and Scopus have been used. Relevant keywords such as
“Saudi Arabia” “health” “healthcare” “health sector” “state capacity” “development” “ Vision 2030” and “Sustainable Development 2030”
were used. Reference studies relevant to each publication have also been considered. This article also used relevant reports and
discussion papers of the World Health Organization, the World Bank, United Nations, and the International Monetary Fund. The timeframe
of the articles and documents used in this research spans between 2000 and 2019, as this period is the most relevant in grasping the
growth of private healthcare in Saudi Arabia. However, documents associated with government policy, planning and statistical reports are
outside the purview of this timeframe. The review has also excluded non-English documents. This study is based on the systematic
review of the chosen literature. The data analysis technique that has been used is thematic in nature. The analysis is focused on the
agreement of thematic contents in the available sources of text or data [1] and it has helped triangulate these agreements [2].

The Conceptual Framework

VISION 2030
Since the foundation of Saudi Arabia in 1932, the visionary leadership planned for change towards growth and development.
Diversi�cation of economy and �ve-year plans have been a matter of priority to the successive regimes but the result was not completely
successful due to abnormal �uctuation of oil prices, other national and international factors [3, 4]; and internally, the �ve-year plans were
not fully implemented due to the perception of political repercussions by the respective regime, maintaining a status quo. Between 1980
and 2017, Saudi Arabia faced 2% and 25% budget de�ciency for 22 years and 1% and 32% budget surplus for 15 years [5]. Evidently, the
country could not maintain feasible budgets in the last few decades. The country faced a budget de�cit of SAR367 billion in 2015 and
SAR297 billion in 2016. Similarly, oil revenues in the national budget reduced from US$277 billion, USD$163 billion and US$141 billion in
2014, 2015 and 2016 respectively [6]. In addition, the country was facing challenges due to population growth and �scal de�cit. The
government expected to overcome these problems by reducing dependence on oil and prudent management of economy [7].

The government unveiled a determined program of development in April 2016 as ‘Vision 2030’ to transform the economy by 2030, [8] and
National Transformation Program (NTP) 2020 was subsequently announced to achieve the goals [9]. In announcing the Vision, the
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government focused on its geographical location, the nature of the society, highlighted privatization and the need to maximize the
contribution of the private sector to administer effective governance [8]. It was portrayed that Vision 2030 would contribute to doubling
the GDP from its current �gure, an investment of US$4 trillion in the non-oil economy largely from private sources, six million additional
Saudi nationals in the workforce, 60% increase in Saudi household income an increase in GDP to US$8 billion [7]. The government’s target
of Vision 2030 had prior focus to take the economy forward - from its current position to among the �rst 15 nations/countries in the
world. The intention was to surge the input from 40–65% of GDP in the private sector along with intensifying foreign direct investment in
from 3.8% to the level of 5.7% of GDP. Finally, there would be an increase in Saudi-ization in the oil and gas sectors (from 40–75%) and
the Public Investment Fund’s assets (from SAR600 billion to more than SAR7 trillion) [10]. The government highlighted the danger of ‘oil
addiction’ and advised to overcome and build a self-reliant economy. In enunciating Vision 2030, the government reiterated, “We have
developed a case of oil addiction in Saudi Arabia”. The government further rea�rmed that in the future, the country would not like to be at
the mercy of external markets. The Vision, along with promoting the private sector as the main engine for social and economic
development, also wants extensive revolution in transforming the economy towards multidimensional growth with minimal oil
dependency [10].

The government has always been supportive of the Vision for the advancement of the nation. To ensure the implementation of Vision
2030, the government also streamlined process output to measure achievable goals. Emphasizing on the necessity of accountability,
transparency, communication and public engagement, the Vision has been directed towards modernizing and uplifting the nation to a
higher level.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 2030
In 1986, United Nations declared the ‘right to development’ and advised nation states to work towards overall development in every aspect
of human life, while ensuring equal opportunities for all. This can be achieved by provision of access for all to basic resources such as
health, education, nutrition and housing, employment and fair income distribution. All states should try worthwhile options to realize
development. The constitution of World Health Organisation’s de�nition of health reiterates the need for development of health. The Alma-
Ata declaration in 1978 further consolidated development of minimum health for everyone[11]. The Ottawa Charter for Health Promotion
in 1986 laid emphasis on health development, Millennium Development Goals in 2000 highlighted the need to attain Universal Health
Coverage for development. WHO Commission on Social Determinants of Health in 2000 and WHO Commission on Macroeconomics and
Health in 2001, both placed health at the center of development. It is well-established that economic growth contributes to health
development and better health in turn contributes to economic growth [12, 13].

In late 2012, United Nations System Chief Executives Board for Coordination (CEB), and World Bank Group agreed to strengthen their
efforts to align their strengths and capacities for better cross-sectoral and cross-institutional thinking, coherence and coordination. This
brought two world bodies together. In the meantime, the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development was held in Rio de
Janeiro in 2012. At the same time, civil society and non-governmental organizations formed people health movement (PHM) and
advocated for the right to health. PHM organized a few health assemblies worldwide and they published an alternative health report of
WHO. People’s health assembly and people’s charter for health voiced the need for right to health in 2000. The interactions between United
Nations and World Bank along with advocacy and the civil society’s campaign for a sustainable world helped give birth to the sustainable
development 2030.

The UN General Assembly established the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2030 in September 2015 with 17 universal goals to be
achieved by 2030 for fostering a better world that is transforming towards sustainability and development [14]. While highlighting the
links between peace, development and human rights, the sustainable development 2030 constitute an integrated and universal rights-
based agenda for sustainable development. It aims to balance economic growth along with social justice and environmental stewardship
[15]. Sustainable development 2030 are an extraordinary action of global consensus to build a sustainable, desirable and progressively-
interrelated world [16]. Health is included as a central agenda in the SDG3 aims to “ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at
all ages” [14] and focused on the necessity to strengthen sustainability of health systems. Here, sustainability means resource
mobilization together with allocative and technical e�ciency improvements and politically acceptable development of organizational
capacity of health system [17]. Since setting global health goals has a positive impact on overall development [18], the sustainable
development 2030 provide an opportunity to build political commitment for a common agenda towards strengthening the health system.
[19]. In 2016, WHO put in place the International Health Partnership (IHP) for UHC to bring together government and development partners
for improved coordination of health system strengthening that will further help strengthen the UHC [19].

DEVELOPMENT
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Development leads to progress towards positive change in human life and contributes to growth, quality of life and welfare.
Internationally, development as an issue came to the forefront in the second half of the twentieth century. Development is not only linked
to economic growth, but it also linked to socio-economic and political factors of a country. Amartya Sen developed the “capability
approach”, which has been used as parameter of the human development index. The 1986 UN declaration of the ‘right to development’
encouraged the state to play a key role in development, while pursuing goals that help bring in the right and provide equal opportunity for
all. The state has been entrusted with the responsibility of ensuring and guaranteeing individual access to the basic resources for a
digni�ed standard of living such as health, education, nutrition, housing, employment and fair distribution of income.

The path to sustainable development started in the 1970s but the Brundtland Report highlighted it at United Nations level in 1987 and
linked it to the needs of present and future generations as a direction to development [20]. In realizing development, the state must
maintain capacity to maintain its affairs [21]. State capacity is also linked to good governance [22] and it can be largely improved if the
state develops an institutional environment to maintain necessary political support, capability and resources, and cooperation between
groups [23].

TRIPARTITE RELATION OF VISION 2030, SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 2030
AND DEVELOPMENT
Saudi’s Vision 2030 and NTP 2020 aims to transform the country into a sustainable one. Here, sustainable refers to its meaning in the
context of development. The government took various steps to ful�l development goals. Vision 2030 is comprehensively linked with
sustainability. The government wants to bring in a revolutionary transformation in the economy and gear it towards multidimensional
growth and minimal oil dependence, building an a�uent and sustainable economic development based on the country's strength and
policies. The Sustainable Society Foundation developed the Sustainable Society Index (SSI). This index is based on social, economic and
environment factors [24] that lead to sustainable development. Here sustainable development was focused as a multi-dimensional
interpretation of development [24]. Vision 2030 is aligned to sustainable development indices, which have been pronounced to re�ect the
wishes, ambitions and situation of Saudi Arabia [24].

“Sustainable development is a transformation process in which the exploitation of resources, direction of investments, orientation of
technological development and institutional change are reconciled and reinforces present and future potential, in order to attend to needs
and future aspirations (...) it is that which attends to present needs without compromising the possibility of future generations attending
their own needs” [25, p. 49]

Development indices are also linked to social, economic, political and environmental factors. The United Nations Conference in the 1990s
on Environment and Development (Eco-92) focused on development more comprehensively and subsequently Agenda 21 was launched
as the global agenda of sustainable development [20]. Development is denoted as “a state, process, well-being, progress, economic and
human growth or ecological balance”[26, p. 11].

From the above analyses, we can conclude that both Vision 2030 and the sustainable development 2030 are development-oriented
(Fig. 1). The government recognizes sustainable development 2030 are “incorporated into the government’s detailed action plans and
programs that are being developed and re�ned under the Vision 2030 framework” [27, p. 16]. It indicates the government is committed to
implement sustainable development by linking it with the implementation of Vision 2030.

Result

ROLE OF VISION 2030 IN RE-VITALIZING THE HEALTH SECTOR
The Saudi public health system and the Ministry of Health were founded in 1925 (MOH) and 1950, respectively. Since the 1970s, health
sector was given priority in the National Development Plans that helped revolutionize this sector and resulted in enormous developments
in the health status of the population [28]. Along with MOH, there are other government as well as non-government agencies that have
also contributed to the development process. As elsewhere, the KSA is also challenged by increasing expenditures in healthcare. The
health and social sector was allocated 14% of the total budget, totaling SAR120 (US$32) billion [29]. In 2014, overall health expenditure as
a percentage of GDP was 4.68%, and the per capita expenditure US$1,147 [30].

The government is making an effort to overcome economic uncertainty by 2020 with the help of methods like broadening the economy,
creating job opportunities for Saudi nationals in the private sector, and reducing expenses of the state [9]. Also, recently, the MOH has
started new reforms according to the National Transformation Program (NTP) 2020 and the Saudi Vision 2030, focusing on development
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of the health system and improving the �nance system, bringing about competency along with success in service delivery [8, 9]. To match
the ever-changing needs of the society, the state has been ascertained to provide the best of services in the area of health, along with
improving quality and minimizing costs [4]. Under the NTP, the government will strive to enhance infrastructure, manage health facilities,
and maintain safe and quality standards [9]. The government is in the process of developing many medical cities (of 6,200 beds) across
the country with investments of up to US$4.3 billion intending to provide specialist healthcare services. The government has also
undertaken the job to cover the geographical area. The plan is to build 38 new health centers with 9,100 beds and 23 new hospitals with
4,250 beds [31]. By 2020, the government is assumed to have built 264 hospitals with 70,694 beds, 2,750 PHCs and 27 specialist medical
centers [31]. A recent initiative indicates that Ministry of Health is establishing a corporation under which six regional corporations will be
created but only three regions will come under the implementation phase including East, Makkah and Riyadh regions.

The Vision highlighted that the public sector would engage in promotion of preventive care, reduction of infectious diseases and advising
people to utilize primary healthcare. This will broaden partnership and assimilation between health and social care. The public sector will
be involved in planning, monitoring and supervisory roles in healthcare. The government intends to work as public corporations to
enhance privatization which would improve quality in the provision of healthcare. The government also intends to reduce the waiting time
for appointments with specialists and consultants. Physicians will be trained to look after patients with modern diseases [8, 27].

Vision 2030 has prioritized the private sector and therefore the government is expecting and anticipating more investments here. With the
help of various programs and changes in the economic �eld, the state is strengthening the private sector. It plans to improve the
management system and generate standards for healthcare. The NTP intends to expand the functions of the private sector by
concentrating on privatization and public-private partnerships (PPPs), improving the business environment, developing local markets,
encouraging foreign direct investments (FDI) and supporting small and medium enterprises (SMEs) [9]. It is considered that there will be a
rise in the expenses in the private sector from 25–35% of GDP and a revenue jump of SAR4 billion from SAR300 million will be generated.
It also foresees a spending of SAR23 billion by the MOH in the next �ve years, bringing about changes in primary healthcare, public-
private partnership, and privatization of one of the medical cities [9]. By 2020, the government intends to privatize 2,259 PHCs and 295
hospitals. It wants to keep the planning, supervision and ownership of these institutes, but be managed by the private sector [9].

The government has also developed a national investment vision to increase investments, resulting in an added SAR2.3 trillion
investments in the economy [9]. The vision targeted health sector privatization and projected increase of revenue of current 3 billion to
4 billion. It is also expected that by 2020, total private investment in the health sector will reach US$100 billion (SAR375 billion), adding
12,500 new beds every year. The privatization move was aimed at increasing private sector participation in the healthcare sector from 25–
35% in line with the requirements of Vision 2030, which seeks to provide free and quality healthcare to 20 million Saudi citizens [32]. The
government is undertaking different reform initiatives to boost the healthcare sector. Privatization of health sector is one of the focal
points of government economic diversi�cation activities to minimize public sector expenditures and reduce dependence on it. In 2015,
more than US$20.8 billion alone was contributed by the health sector to the country’s GDP. It is expected that this sector will grow by
13.7% by 2025. The government also planned to privatize all public hospitals and build public-private partnerships. At present, the public
sector holds 80% of bed capacity, which will be expected to add 73,768 beds in 2020 and the private sector is expected to bring in 26,000
beds by 2020. It is reported that a private group of investors is building eight 130-bedded hospitals, 60 out-patient clinics, and other
necessary amenities in a medical village in Riyadh. Meanwhile, the government is also constructing 36 new hospitals with 8,950 beds and
two medical cities. Moreover, the government is planning to build another 18 hospitals with 9,904 beds over the next two years. In April
2018, Saudi Arabia announced an ambitious privatization plan, which includes 14 PPPs investments to be completed across 10 sectors,
including healthcare by 2020. In July 2018, the government signed an agreement with the private sector for SAR 407 million loan to
establish hospitals and medical facilities in Abha, Abu Arish, Buraydah, Dammam, Jeddah and Riyadh [4].

ROLE OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 2030 IN RE-VITALIZING HEALTH
SECTOR
SDGs have 17 universal goals and 169 targets that are intertwined; for example, SDG2 is food security, SDG8 is micro-economic policy,
SDG10 is to minimize inequality, SDG13 is building resilience for climate change, all of which are essential to accomplish SDG1 i.e ending
poverty [33], thus contributing to SDG3 on health and wellbeing, indicating that a country must necessitate multidimensional and
multisectoral policy interventions to achieve sustainable development [34]. SDG3 is related to other 16 SDGs that are also linked to social
determinants of health. The development of health is dependent on its determinants. Population health will bene�t from development in
each of the determinants [35].
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Target SDG3.8 focused on achieving universal health coverage (UHC) emphasizing on quality health services where all people and
communities have easy access [14]. Strengthening the health system means advancement towards UHC [19]. A functional health system
always works to support people, institutions and resources to improve, maintain or restore the health of the population. Health system
strengthening allows to improve the system’s performance [36] by maintaining and achieving quality, equity, e�ciency, accountability,
resilience and sustainability [19]. According to Kieny et al. strengthening the health system supports UHC and vice-versa [19]. These have
been helping to achieve the sustainable development.

Kieny et al. suggests UHC can help achieve sustainable goals through investments in the health sector, while providing improved health
outcomes for the whole population and contributing to SDG1[19]. Investments in the health sector to promote UHC will lead to enhanced
economic development in line with SDG8. Investment in health leads to good health, which ultimately contributes to better educational
outcome that ful�ls SDG4. Equitable engagement in workforce leads to SDG5. Investment in health contributes to strengthening the
health system which can provide impartial, responsible and amicable health services to the population that are linked to SDG16 [19].
Numerous health promotion and prevention actions are required beyond the health sector [37] and economically, it is estimated that
US$371 billion per annum is required to achieve targets for SDG3 only to ‘ensure healthy lives and promote well-being’ [38]. So, it can be
concluded that implementation of sustainable development will enhance and revitalize the health system.

Discussion
Saudi Ministry of Health indicates it has strong commitment to ful�l Vision 2030 and engage the private sector in economic growth and
sustainable development [39]. To achieve the goals laid out in the vision, the private sector will have to work with the public sector to
improve the overall quality of healthcare services delivered, boost patient satisfaction, cut down on �nancial risks and to promote
sustainable growth [39]. The10th development plan of the government gave importance to strengthening sustainable development [40].
The government also invited foreign investors and assured them 100% ownership for their investment in the healthcare sector [41].
Investment alliances between national and global capital forged in the leadership of World Bank Group member International Finance
Corporation (IFC) have critically contributed to the expansion of the global for-pro�t healthcare sector. Moreover, increased interest in
healthcare and social sectors as potential growth areas has seen the global healthcare industry become a crucial target of private equity
investments over the past decade [42].

To ensure alliance with the global capital and promotion of global healthcare industry the government in its pre-budget statement, some
of these programs and schedules are revised to implement them to ensure they achieve the intended return, while development and
modernization of government infrastructure and services continue [43]. Reiterating the government’s clear vision and speci�c plans, the
Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia has stated the country is working towards achieving laid-out goals and towards attaining economic
stability, which in itself is a pillar of sustainable development [43]. Budget 2020 comes at a time of global economic challenges and
protectionist policies that call for increased �exibility in the management of public �nances and steps towards improving the economy’s
ability to overcome these hurdles. By taking advantage of the progress already achieved through various programs and building on the
same, Saudi Arabia aims to strike a balance between pace of economic growth and the need for sustainable �nancial stability that
ensures support for such growth. The private sector also becomes an engine of sustainable development by linking the public and private
sectors [39].

Saudi Arabia aims to take the following action by linking sustainable development and Vision 2030 (Relevance of SDG 1 to Vision 2030):

1. Making healthcare easily accessible, based on geographical proximity, affordability and availability
2. Empowering citizens through the welfare system
3. Improve living conditions of the expatriate community
4. Improve value of healthcare services in terms of quality of outcomes, experience and cost
5. Strengthening the prevention program against health threats (public health system and health crisis management)
�. Better effectiveness and e�ciency of the social services system [27, p. 36]

A close analysis outlines the importance of SDG3 in Vision 2030’s strategic objectives and related initiatives, as follows:

Making healthcare services easily accessible; promoting value of healthcare services; promoting sports activities in society; improving
quality of services provided in Saudi cities; substantially reducing air, noise, water and soil pollution; enhancing the nation's immunity
towards drug abuse; promoting tra�c safety; safeguarding the environment from natural threats; enhancing family involvement in
preparing for their children's future; empowering citizens through the welfare system.
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As per the goals of Vision 2030, Saudi Arabia has laid out a patient-based National Healthcare Model (NHM) [27]. The features of NHM
are as follows:

Strengthen healthcare services provided over the hotline; enhance services of the Saudi Center for Disease Control and Prevention;
building comprehensive health polyclinics; provision of antenatal care services; establishing national referral network; setting up pre-
marriage medical examination; provision of better home-based healthcare services; develop health research programs; developing school-
based education programs; implementing safety programs at school [27, p. 46 ]. Saudi Arabia offers educational programs “Al A�a” on
tra�c safety to build community awareness [27]. Other ministries and government agencies took several initiatives to achieve SDG4
(sustainable educational development), SDG5 (gender equity), SDG8 (economic growth) and SDG12 (reduce pollution) that are aligned
with Vision 2030. Vision 2030 incorporates several of the sustainable development into its agenda with key priorities in the three
dimensions of social, economic and environmental sustainability. Continued political support from the highest level, a conducive policy
environment, streamlined institutional systems and the ability to build on experience gained have all had positive impacts on the
implementation of Agenda 2030 [27, p. 29]. The frameworks of sustainable development and Vision 2030, and the development trajectory
so far have a signi�cant degree of alignment.

Challenges facing the government are also enormous. Though the Saudi state was formed with a constitution in 1932 and the power
base of the country is monarchical with Islamic values, the state is yet to build on governance in maintaining state affairs. The
administrative system and institutional capacity of the state can be characterized as unduly complex due to over-centralization, nepotism,
limited accountability, undue formality and intransigence, heavy workloads, overlap of functions, bureaucratic corruption, ubiquity of rules
and procedures, fragile implementation and monitoring capacity, ine�cient �ow of information and inadequate information to make
decisions. Moreover, a lack of su�cient inter-agency consultation or coordination, oversight of regulations, inadequate delegation of
authority, complexities and delays in decision-making affected policy and the performance of administration. This is turn has had an
effect on the functioning of the state, thus limiting the capacity of the state [44, 45]. Broadly, state capacity is linked to the political will of
the government where the state successfully implement laws, manage the interest groups, government per se are adequate a task;
including manpower and resources, �scal capacity means government sustainable economic conditions, information management,
logistic systems, communication networks, or human resource development and management and �nally government performance
outcome [21]. If we analyze the Saudi state of affairs, there is a mix of formal and informal elements in the state’s management [46].
Moreover, in the recent years many factors like changes in the demography, life expectancy, disease patterns, sedentary lifestyles,
expectations of consumers, costs of healthcare, oil revenues, delivery of services and more have made it a challenging task for the state
to continue providing health services for no cost. Moreover, observations in the area of poor quality of services and greater health literacy
renewed the demand for better healthcare. Although the government is capable of assigning resources to the health sector, it is stressed
due to the ever-increasing expenditure and demands with resources remaining the same. During the implementation of goals and
objectives, there seems to be an absence of markers that could gauge and calculate its success. So, it can be said that the state will face
many challenges in realizing Vision 2030 and sustainable development the in Saudi context and to revitalize the Saudi healthcare system.

Conclusion
Saudi Arabia prepared Vision 2030 to outline promises to the nation, to uplift its economy and to overcome the challenges faced by the
country. The government highlighted targeted goals to gain admiration and support from vast population groups that are young and
dreaming of better lives and livelihoods. The government emphasized on economic development and advancement of the nation by
diversifying from an oil-dependent economy into a non-oil product and services economy. Though the government has made signi�cant
improvement in the health sector, it needs to readjust policies and programs with changing disease patterns and �nancial conditions of
the country. Overall, the government should improve the governance of health sector and extend the same to other sectors that will
enhance state capacity. There is a need to improve service delivery by building cooperation and coordination of different services
providers and other stakeholders. The government needs to strengthen healthcare through health human resources development, building
partnerships between public and private sector, good management practices and e�cient use of resources.

While the Saudi government is working to achieve the sustainable development 2030, it is also interested in engaging with other nations
to share knowledge and experiences regarding global progress on the same. The government is also keen on improving collaboration
among relevant government and non-government actors while strengthening the institutional framework in place to support the ful�lment
of sustainable development. By setting aside substantial �nancial resources for the sectors, signi�cant improvements have been made in
the country’s health and education outcomes. By chalking out a strategy to transform the Saudi economy and society, Vision 2030 has
laid the foundation for achievement of the sustainable development 2030 while reiterating the government’s commitment to do so. The
realization of Vision 2030 is now also essential for the ful�lment of the sustainable development. The government has adapted the
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sustainable development 2030 to the realities of the country by further realignment of its national programs, plans and strategies with
global development targets, indicators and goals. Sustainable development and collaboration among public, private and non-pro�t
stakeholders will likely be at the heart of all policy making and implementation if better collaboration among actors and strengthened
institutional frameworks around Vision 2030 is achieved. Involved parties will have a better sense of ownership and commitment if they
have a direct engagement with the pursuit of sustainable development 2030. Prudent reforms should be undertaken to accommodate the
goals and objectives of Vision 2030 and sustainable development 2030 and to strengthen governance and state capacity so as to
ultimately revitalize the Saudi healthcare system and improve population health.

Notes

1. Includes poverty, hunger, education, gender equality, water and sanitation, energy, economic growth, inclusive and sustainable
industrialization and innovation, inequality, safe cities, sustainable consumption and production, climate change, sustainable use of
water reservoirs, environmental protection, peace and justice, and partnerships.

2. including �nancial risk protection, access to quality essential health-care services and access to safe, effective, quality and
affordable essential medicines and vaccines for all.
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