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Abstract
This article analyzes the trend of publications related to social capital with governance. This study used
bibliometric analysis with the data source coming from the research database, called Scopus. The
analytical tool used was Vosviewer analysis software. Vosviewer assisted the process of determining the
calculated weights and selection of relevant published documents. The �ndings of this study indicated
that the concept of social capital was to analyze proper governance systems by assessing aspects of
networking, collaboration, and trust in the relationship between the private sector, the community, and the
government. Several new topics in research publications have been experiencing a reasonably good trend
that is rarely studied, including con�ict resolution and co-management. These two themes are relatively
new, especially in social capital. In addition to these themes, general themes in research publications
were found, including coastal protection, environmental, climate change, and network governance. These
themes are rarely published but still considered important in in�uencing other research publication trends
to date. The contribution of this research is deemed critical to the development of research on social
capital with governance systems. A bibliometric analysis approach in this study can in�uence
subsequent studies in compiling and shaping the contribution position.

1 Introduction
The study of social capital has been widely adopted in various studies such as social, cultural, religious,
and political issues. Social capital is a study known through the writings of Bourdieu, Putnam, Coleman,
and Fukuyama [1] [2]. Bourdieu de�ned social capital as a potential resource characterized by networks,
relationships, and institutions [3]. Meanwhile, Coleman introduced social capital to understand social
action's theoretical orientation by linking the components from a sociological and economic
perspective [4]. Social capital is also considered a necessary prerequisite for creating proper and effective
governance [5]. Furthermore, Fukuyama said that prosperity and democracy, and society's
competitiveness are determined by trust in the community. The concept of trust is used to assess the
level of social capital [6] [7].

Social capital in the governance study has been positively associated with the idea of development to
sustain and foster a participatory and adaptive form of government through government collaboration [8]

[9]. In addition, the study of social capital related to governance issues becomes crucial because policies
are determined by the government or related authorities. It dramatically affects the quality of networks,
social trust, and the cooperative attitude of the community towards government policies [10]. So far, many
studies on social capital have been carried out, including issues of social life, economy, public health, and
civic participation [11] [12]. However, there is still slight variation in research publications, especially on
issues of governance. This situation makes literature study or literature review critical, especially in the
bibliometric analysis [13] [14]. Systematic tracing in this methodology also contributes to how the design in
a study will be carried out.



Page 3/11

Analysis in the bibliometric analysis is needed to compile and form a contribution position in research. A
bibliometric study functions to review scienti�c literature and publication sources and increase accuracy,
reducing researcher bias in literature reviews or publication documents [15]. Bibliometric analysis is
considered to in�uence the attitudes and interests of researchers in determining the design of future
research [16]. There are also other reviewing aspects in the bibliometric analysis, including thematic
changes, writers or researchers, and productive institutions that have a role in developing research
studies [17]. In addition, the bibliometric analysis can form models and research collaborations
globally [18]. This tendency makes bibliometric analysis important, especially in research with a more
relevant approach.

The purpose of this study is to try to �ll in the shortcomings of previous studies by conducting a
bibliometric analysis approach to the existing problems, speci�cally about global literature trends related
to social capital and issues of governance. In line with that, two questions are formulated in this paper:
(a) how does the contribution of authors, documents, and publication sources affect publication
documents on social capital with the study of global governance? How to shape the contribution position
by looking at research and publication trends globally? The answers to these two questions allow �nding
solutions to improve future research interests, trends, and results, speci�cally related to the study of
social capital in governance issues.

2 Method
This study used data sources from the Scopus database �le using the Publish or Perish search tool.
Meanwhile, there were no restrictions on researchers or authors, geography, and speci�c journals
searching for publication articles related to social capital and governance. Filtering articles was done by
determining the publication year, from 2012 to 2021 or the last ten years. Filtering could also be based on
title and keywords, focusing on literature searches related to social capital and governance.

In the �ltering process, 104 publications were found to be the most relevant. Data extraction was done by
ensuring that all data met the requirements. After the screening process, the results of this data extraction
can be seen in the amount that still meets the requirements for further analysis. The data collected was
imported and continued by maximizing the analysis process on features in Vosviewer. Bibliometric
analysis using Vosviewer aimed to identify published literature in the Scopus database. Several
identi�cations and analyses looked at the authorship by an author with documents, publication trends,
and literature topics in research or publications related to the study of social capital and governance.

3 Result
The data details presented in this section include Authorship, Publication source, and clusterization
based on thematic. The results contribute to the analysis process in the study of social capital with
governance issues.
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3.1 Authorship

Figure 1 shows that from a total of 104 publication documents. Only 14 authors have a minimum
number of more than two documents. Meanwhile, Secco, as the author, has the highest number of
publications with �ve papers.

3.2 Number of citations by author and document source

Table 1. Number of citations by author and document

Cites Authors Title
116 Bernstein, Lisa

(2015)
Beyond relational contracts: Social capital and network governance in
procurement contracts

109 Ruben & Heras
(2012)

Social capital, governance, and performance of Ethiopian coffee cooperatives

96 Nunkoo (2017) Governance and sustainable tourism: What is the role of trust, power, and
social capital?

95 Numerato &
Baglioni (2012)

The dark side of social capital: An ethnography of sport governance

90 Borg et al. (2015) Social capital and governance: A social network analysis of forest biodiversity
collaboration in Central Finland

89 Cheshire et al.
(2015)

Community resilience, social capital, and territorial governance

75 Fredette &
Bradshaw (2012)

Social capital and nonprofit governance effectiveness

66 Crona et al. (2017) The Importance of Interplay Between Leadership and Social Capital in Shaping
Outcomes of Rights-Based Fisheries Governance

65 Lee & Kim (2014) Active citizen e-participation in local governance: Do individual social capital
and e-participation management matter?

64 Westerink et al.
(2017)

Landscape services as boundary concept in landscape governance: Building
social capital in collaboration and adapting the landscape

63 Nenadovic & Epstein
(2016)

The relationship of social capital and fishers' participation in multi-level
governance arrangements

Update 18/August/2021

Table 1 shows that from 104 publication documents, there are only 11 publications with a minimum
number of 63 citations. The publication document or article with the highest number of citations is
Beyond Relational Contracts: Social Capital and Network Governance in Procurement Contracts.
Bernstein wrote the manuscript, and 116 citations have been cited. The document is also considered to
have in�uenced other publications.

Table 2. Number of citations by document source
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Source Type Cites
Journal of Legal Analysis Article 116
Annals of Public and Cooperative Economics Article 109
Journal of Destination Marketing and Management Article 96
International Review for the Sociology of Sport Article 95
Forest Policy and Economics Article 90
Ager Article 88
Nonprofit Management and Leadership Article 75
World Development Article 66
Proceedings of the Annual Hawaii International Conference on System Sciences Conference Paper 65
Land Use Policy Article 64
Environmental Science and Policy Article 63

Update 18/August/2021

Table 2 shows that several publication sources contribute to the study of social capital with governance.
The publication source with a more dominant contribution is the Journal of Legal Analysis, with the
highest number of citations being 116.

3.3 Research focus and thematic trends in the study of social capital and governance

       From 2012-2021, publications have contributed to several topics or discussions related to social
capital in governance studies.

Figure 2 shows several topics or themes that connect the study of social capital and governance. The
issues are displayed based on the calculated weight. The items are generally studied in the 2012-2021
timeframe. Items with yellow (light) color are themes that have been widely published. Meanwhile, items
with dark colors such as themes on leadership, environmental governance, network governance, con�ict
resolution, co-management, and others are themes that are still quite a bit published.

Figure 3 shows that since 2012-2021, the trend of publications has continued to develop, especially in the
availability of topics that previously had not been widely discussed. The yellow clusters are the dominant
topics or themes that are currently being studied and published. The topic is co-management and con�ict
resolution. These two topics are publication themes that are relatively recently studied and are currently
experiencing a publication trend, especially in analyzing social capital with governance. These topics
have become topics of considerable interest to journals and publishers.

4 Discussion
This analysis found several kinds of literature or published documents related to the study of social
capital with governance. Several relevant studies have been selected from 2012-2021, and 104
publication documents were found. There is a reasonably positive publication trend to develop the
concept of social capital into the study of governance. The publication documents consider the author's
involvement and the number of citations in each paper. A high number of citations is categorized as an
index of quality and impact of study results [20]. A high number of citations from a published document
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means if the document contributes enough and in�uences other published papers and affects the spread
of topics or themes in building the next research publication trend.

       Several research topics or themes are trending in publications related to studies on social capital with
governance. These themes include con�ict resolution and Co-Management. These two themes are
relatively new in the study of social capital with governance. On the theme of con�ict resolution, social
capital is used to develop collective governance by exploring the components of social capital such as
trust, cooperation, social network cohesion, leadership roles, and interactions among various
stakeholders [19] [20]. As for the co-management theme, it tries to integrate a community-based
governance system and the government. It tends to see the division or distribution of responsibilities and
authorities between the government and local communities in managing resources. Social capital in this
theme is to measure the level of community participation to be actively involved [21]. In addition to these
trending themes, research themes that have been rarely studied but still considered essential and relevant
include coastal protection, environmental, climate change, and other topics, including network
governance.

       The theme of networks in studies related to social capital with governance is still considered
important enough to expand and promote sustainable development [22] [23]. Social capital by
strengthening networks is deemed capable of producing long-term and more cooperative
relationships [24]. A network also initiates trust between the community and the government [25]. In
addition to networking, the concept of social capital has studied collaboration between communities in
supporting good governance, especially in practice. This statement has also contributed to strengthening
the formal and informal government networks [26] [27]. Social capital makes a positive contribution to a
better governance system. It also depends on the interests and trends of future research and the role of
researchers in exploring social capital in different cases.

5 Conclusion
Based on the trend in the arguments above, bibliometric analysis of research documents and
publications is an essential aspect of seeing the contribution of research while maintaining research
trends in developing new concepts and sharpening analysis on other topics, mainly social capital in good
governance analysis. Analysis with a bibliometric approach is also considered capable of in�uencing
subsequent studies, taking into account trends and trends in research themes in published documents.
The �ndings also con�rmed that the concept of social capital could enable a proper governance system,
emphasizing aspects, networks, collaboration, and trust.

Declarations
Competing Interests: The authors declare no competing interests.

References



Page 7/11

1. Gelderblom, D. (2018). The limits to bridging social capital: Power, social context and the theory of
Robert Putnam. The Sociological Review, 66(6), 1309–1324.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0038026118765360

2. Ruben, R., & Heras, J. (2012). Social capital, governance and performance of ethiopian coffee
cooperatives. Annals of Public and Cooperative Economics, 83(4), 463–484.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-8292.2012.00473.x

3. Bourdieu, P. (2018). THE FORMS OF CAPITAL (3rd ed., pp. 78–92). Routledge.

4. Coleman, J. S. (1988). Social Capital in the Creation of Human Capital. The American Journal of
Sociology, 94, 95–120. https://www.crcresearch.org/�les-crcresearch/File/coleman_88.pdf

5. Putnam, R. D. (1993). Making Democracy Work: Civic traditions in modern Italy. Princeton University
Press. http://assets.press.princeton.edu/about_pup/PUP100/book/7gPutnam.pdf

6. Numerato, D., & Baglioni, S. (2012). The dark side of social capital: An ethnography of sport
governance. International Review for the Sociology of Sport, 47(5), 594–611.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1012690211413838

7. Fukuyama, F. (1995). Trust: The Social Virtues And The Creation Of Prosperity (Vol. 99). New York: Free
press.

8. Secco, L., & Burlando, C. (2017). Social capital, network governance and social innovation: Towards a
new paradigm? In Social Capital and Local Development: From Theory to Empirics (pp. 83–105).
Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-54277-5_5

9. Dressel, S., Johansson, M., Ericsson, G., & Sandström, C. (2020). Perceived adaptive capacity within a
multi-level governance setting: The role of bonding, bridging, and linking social capital. Environmental
Science and Policy, 104, 88–97. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2019.11.011

10. Baharuddin, T., Sairin, S., Jubba, H., Qodir, Z., Nurmandi, A., & Hidayati, M. (2021). Social Capital and
Social Trust : The State ’ s Response in Facing the Spread of COVID-19 in Indonesia. Sociology and
Technoscience, 11(2), 23–47. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.24197/st.2.2021.23-47

11. Borgonovi, F., & Andrieu, E. (2020). Bowling together by bowling alone: Social capital and COVID-19.
Social Science & Medicine, 265(6), 113501.
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2020.113501

12. Wu, C. (2021). Social capital and COVID-19: a multidimensional and multilevel approach. Chinese
Sociological Review, 53(1), 27–54. https://doi.org/10.1080/21620555.2020.1814139

13. Perianes-Rodriguez, A., Waltman, L., & van Eck, N. J. (2016). Constructing bibliometric networks: A
comparison between full and fractional counting. Journal of Informetrics, 10(4), 1178–1195.



Page 8/11

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.joi.2016.10.006

14. Zahra, A. A., Nurmandi, A., Tenorio, C. B., Rahayu, R., Benectitos, S. H., Mina, F. L. P., & Haictin, K. M.
(2021). Bibliometric analysis of trends in theory-related policy publications. Emerging Science Journal,
5(1), 96–110. https://doi.org/10.28991/ESJ-2021-01261

15. Zupic, I., & Čater, T. (2015). Bibliometric Methods in Management and Organization. Organizational
Research Methods, 18(3), 429–472. https://doi.org/10.1177/1094428114562629

16. Randhawa, K., Wilden, R., & Hohberger, J. (2016). A Bibliometric Review of Open Innovation: Setting a
Research Agenda. Journal of Product Innovation Management, 33(6), 750–772.
https://doi.org/10.1111/jpim.12312

17. Li, X., & Lei, L. (2019). A bibliometric analysis of topic modelling studies (2000–2017). Journal of
Information Science. https://doi.org/10.1177/0165551519877049

18. Nita, A. (2019). Empowering impact assessments knowledge and international research collaboration
- A bibliometric analysis of Environmental Impact Assessment Review journal. Environmental Impact
Assessment Review, 78(June), 106283. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eiar.2019.106283

19. Mirzaei, A., Knierim, A., Nahavand, S. F., & Shemshad, M. (2020). The Role of Social Capital in Water
Reservoirs Governance: Evidence from Northern Iran. Human Ecology, 48(4), 491–503.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10745-020-00168-y

20. McDougall, C., & Banjade, M. R. (2015). Social capital, con�ict, and adaptive collaborative
governance: Exploring the dialectic. Ecology and Society, 20(1). https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-07071-
200144

21. Rahman, M. S. U., Simmons, D., Shone, M. C., & Ratna, N. N. (2021). Social and cultural capitals in
tourism resource governance: the essential lenses for community focussed co-management. Journal of
Sustainable Tourism, 1–21. https://doi.org/10.1080/09669582.2021.1903016

22. Xue, C., Dang, X., Shi, B., & Gu, I. (2019). Information sharing and investment performance in the
venture capital network community: An empirical study of environmental-social-governance start-ups.
International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 16(6).
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph16061023

23. Nunkoo, R. (2017). Governance and sustainable tourism: What is the role of trust, power and social
capital? Journal of Destination Marketing and Management, 6(4), 277–285.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdmm.2017.10.003

24. Bernstein, L. (2015). Beyond relational contracts: Social capital and network governance in
procurement contracts. Journal of Legal Analysis, 7(2), 561–621. https://doi.org/10.1093/jla/law001



Page 9/11

25. Westerink, J., Opdam, P., Rooij, S. Van, & Steingröver, E. (2017). Landscape services as boundary
concept in landscape governance: Building social capital in collaboration and adapting the landscape.
Land Use Policy, 60, 408–418. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2016.11.006

26. Cheshire, L., Pérez, J. E., & Shucksmith, M. (2015). Community resilience, social capital and territorial
governance. Ager: Revista de Estudios Sobre Despoblación y Desarrollo Rural= Journal of Depopulation
and Rural Development Studies, 18, 7–38. https://doi.org/10.4422/ager.2015.08

27. Borg, R., Toikka, A., & Primmer, E. (2015). Social capital and governance: A social network analysis of
forest biodiversity collaboration in Central Finland. Forest Policy and Economics, 50, 90–97.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forpol.2014.06.008

Figures

Figure 1

Number of authors with at least two publication documents from 2012-2021
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Figure 2

Dominant and non-dominant themes in publications on social capital and governance
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Figure 3

Trends in publication themes per year related to social capital and governance


